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To IBB Hohohkabls Sib Jambi Campbbu, Lobs 
pBOTon OP THE Cnr of Gluoot, axb the 
OiHxK Tbusibbb op the RiTEB,Ci.inB ; 

Hi Lokd and Genk,ei[xn, 
To whom could I so fitly iiucrilM my little work, 
" The Life i>f Hemy Bell, Engineer," as ta you, the 
zealouB pnblic guordiaoB of that mthle river on whoge 
swelling flood Eteam-navigation first displayed, in 
Britain, its practical wonders ; — that great ^stem of 
maritime interconne, which has lo benefidally rero- 
luUonised the commercial and sodal dealings of the 
nati<ais ; — that system which is destined by divine 
ptoTidenoe to be one of the greatest and most niblime 
instmments of spreading civilization, learning, sdenoe, 
morality, and religion, " fsi as the sun gilds Uie ocean 
and shore?" To Henry Bell are we indebted, as yon 
well know, for the practical introdocUon of this mag- 
nificat discoveiy. From his honoured brow the 
lanrels never can be torn. Over his grave the flowen 
win bloom in one perpetual spring ; and that river, 
which rolls its waves past the sweet spot where he 
reposes, wiU never cease to call him conqneier of Ita 
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flood. The sncient poets of Greece, Rome, and Eng- 
land, with all their brilliant imagination and grasping 
couoeption, never oonld antidpate the triomplu wMch 
the steam-boat has achieved on the vasty deep. Homer 
and Virgil, Shakspeue and Milton, Pope and Dryden, 
Cowper and Goldsmith, wUh all their powers of lan- 
gaage, had no figures of speech which conld unfold 
the movements, or describe the splendour of those 
nu^eitto palaces vrhich cross the UUowy ooean, and 
navigate the immense rivers of America, Canada, 
Egypt, Tr^in. and Chin^ so that the Sss of Britannia 
waves on every shore. From Bell's "Comet" of 
]81I,all these rovon of the deep had tlieir birth : from 
the little river craft of ten to fifieen horse-power, to 
the leviathan of a thousand [ Their safety surpasses 
the mail'KMtach on terra firma, and their ewiftness will 
ahnocrt match that of the eagle. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, having taken an active 
part intiw effort made some yean t^ in Glasgow and 
other places to r^se enbecriptions for Mr. Bell, and 
having promiud my venerated friend that I would 
endeavour, at some convenient time, to write a Memoir 
of his Life, with an ontline of the history of that sys- 
tem of navigation which wHl immortalise his name, 
I now commit this promised work to yon, and to the 
pnbUc ; having done ray best to ledeem my pledge. 

The illnstrions names which are incoipmated in 
this little book, with their testimonial notes expres- 
rive of Mr. Bell's duma, form a tower of strength in 
his defence, and will tend, I hope, to scatter the lost 
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remains of Boeptidnu aa to his merits as tJie Father 
of steam-naTigation. Brunei, Telford, Napier, Faw- 
eett, Ewing, Sinclair, PanieU, Clelaud, Smith, Glad- 
stone, CampbeU, and M'GiaTin, did him good serrice, 
for which he was giateftil ; and they aided me power- 
fully during the period when the appeal was made in 
Glasgow, Liverpool, and London. 

Citizens of Glasgow! You will not forget Bell. 
Manj of yon remember when he started the Comet 
on your lovely rirer; it was with mingled fear and 
hope that yoa beheld his first movement; but hope 
triumphed, as yon saw him glide away, with neither 
oar nor canras, against the opposing tide. Dnmharton, 
Greenock, and Helensburgh, witnessed his victory; 
and flags were waving expressive of gladness. He 
opened more expanavely the glories of your romantic 
river, and the sublime scenery which adorns its shores, 
and calls forth the admiration of the tourist. Prom 
the city of Glasgow yon may now go to every land. 
The steam-boata which have been built by the Clyde 
engineers, have carried the iame of their constmcters 
into far distant lands. The 300,000 inbabitants of 
this great and beautiful city have thus the means of 
traveling by steam-boats, swift canal-hoats, and rail- 
ways, to an extent which onr fore&thers never dreamt 
of, and of whitih the most gifted philosophers of old 
could form no conception. 

Were Bacon, Locke, and Newton, to behold these 
vehicles, how would they be astonished at the trans- 
cendent progress of society in all that adorns and dig- 



EFIBTLB DBDICATORT. 



nifies human life. Thougli not a native of thia city, 
I woald ioy, in the words of a DumMeBBbire poet, who 
Slug of Glasgow and its beaaties in the following 
etnins: — 



OOlMptwIbm'dfoilUii 


>tU>g 


ThM liHrt cu wlih, or •iller bidDg, 


lUypeK. 


Aje niMIe thei 


.nif^ij.;, 


And ^ent: 


r mka ttaf cliU 


a™ dug: 




FromjeKlo] 


ruil 



Mf Lord and Gentlemen, these ate my own wiahes 
for Uie "Queen of the West;" and may that river, 
whose chaiiDB have been alladed to, be improved by 
you from year to yeai in its navigation, with bark% 
encreauDg in size and number, some driven by steam, 
and others by breeze and canvas, to eveiy "nation, 
tribe, and people," with the &uita of onr industry; 
and bringing back in return the prodacts of distant 

Free-tiade is the philosophy of commerce; and the 
steam-ship will cut up all monopolies. This was 
Heniy Bell's opinion, and to this it must come. 
Britun needs this free bartoi, and she has nothing to 
dread from the doctrine. So reasoned Adam Smith in 
his "Wealth of Nations," and his doctrines wiD 
finally triumph. 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 
Yours respectfully, 
GLiasoir, 1 Edwakd Mobbis. 



Cooylc 
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PKEFATORT BEHARE9. 

What a wonderful country is England, 
and irhat a magnificent vehicle is this! ex- 
claimed a Polish exile, as he glided along with 
the speed of the eagle, on the steam rail- 
way betveen Liverpool and Manchester; his 
feelings, perhaps, a little gratefully excited 
by the kindness of the clerk, who granted 
him a free pass. But how mnch more should 
onr feelings of admiration be stirred up, when 
careering in safety, in those beautiful float- 
ing palaces driven by the irresistible power of 
steam, which spread the renown of onr nation 
into every land, and which ought to remind 
us, and ell mankind, of that ingenious me- 
ohuiic who once had hia dwelling at Helena- 
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boi^h, — whose merits and memory will never 
be foi^otten while the waves of Clyde -wash 
that delightfnl spot where he reposes — while 
the steam-boat cuts through the waters, and 
in the pride of its strength battles success- 
fully witii opposing tideSf and moves in gran- 
deur and glory over the roaring seas, and 
amid the frowning skies, into every nation 
of civilised man, and speedily will find its 
liquid path to every barbarous shore, — with 
our missionaries and school-masters, carrying 
the knowledge of letters, and the life-giving 
doctrines of Christianity, to " every tongue, 
people, and tribe," of this babblii^ world ! 

Yes, my hononred and venerated fiiend, 
Henry Bell! thy genius shall be talked of in 
every land. Some fature Plutarch will tell 
thy story in a prouder strfun than can the 
himable individual who now, in the Ailnesa of 
his heart, takes up his pen, in the eleventh 
hour, to do something like justice to the long- 
neglected memory of the man to whom Bri- 
tain and Europe owe practical steam naviga- 
tion; which is now displaying its wonders on 
the deep, and bearing the flag of BritAnnia 
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far as the " aun gOds the oceaa oad shore." 
I state it advisedly, and deliberately, that 
Gla^ow, and Glasgow alone, did its daty 
to Henry Bell, — and our noble city has the 
high honour of being the place from which his 
wondrous little Comet (happily named) began 
its first conrse against those waves whose 
might was then conqaered, amidst the gaze 
of the tboosands who witnessed the planner 
and owner of the bonny barqut glide away 
without wind, or canvas, or oars, and beating 
the mail coach which started when Bell did, 
and he added, "My Steamer will continue 
to sail between Glasgow and Greenock !" 

The following sketch of the Life of 
Henry Bell, is intended to set before English- 
men, Scotchmen, and Irishmen, the arduous 
labonrs, and the beneficial results of those 
labours, of an individual Scotchman, who 
spmi^ from the humble ranks, and whose 
zeal in bringing to maturity one of the grand- 
est inventions that ever man conceived, is well 
known to the men of Glasgow, but not to the 
British nation. — A few gentlemen indeed, 
such as the late Dr. Cleland, Messrs. Cham- 
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bers of Edinburgh, who hare done so much 
for the literary glory of their country, and 
one or two others, have written articles on 
the steam-boat merits of Henry Bell — but 
stil], these being so brief, and rather of a 
temporary nature, could not be supposed to 
satisfy the public mind, or to meet and put 
down that scepticism, which in certain proud 
quarters still exists, as to the merits of this 
celebrated man. It was but the other day, 
that a gentleman of our own city, Glasgow, and 
a native too, said, when told by the author of the 
forthcoming life of Bell — " Ah < Fulton of 
America has all the merit of the first steam- 
boat!" How easy it is for men to be deceived, 
and to deceiveothersjwhodonotjorwhowillnot 
inquire into the eridence of things, but fromthe 
flimsy opinions of their fellows formview3,and 
draw conclusions, the most absurd and erron- 
eous, concerning subjects of great importance! 
Working mechanics of Britain! see in the 
"feof Bell how much one man from your own 
iks has done for his country, and how little 
s done for him by the government of that 
iintry in return ! £. M. 
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It vas in the year 1826 tiiat I first learned 
thehistoryofthelate HehryBell. InMaroh 
or April of that year I went to liiverpool, 
and the Henry Bell steamer was the noble 
Tesael that conveyed me safely and pleasantly 
to the land of my nativity. I was much 
pleased with the voyage, and with the kind 
attentions of the captain and ateward c£ the 
gallant boat, which drove through the storm, 
where several other sailing vessels were com- 
pelled to cast anchor till it abated, and the 
winds changed their coarse. The "Henry 
Bell" was named after the ingenioos author of 
the system, was die companion boat of the 
" James Watt" and "WilliamHnskisson," the 
first steamers that sailed regularly between 
a2 
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Glasgow and Liverpool vith paasengers and 
goods of all kinds; and a great impnlse 
those vessels gave to the trade between these 
two great cities. I happened, in the coarse 
of the above voyage, to get a number of the 
Mechanic's Magazine, published in Glasgow 
b; our enterpriung citizen, Mr. M'Phun- It 
stated the claims of Henry Bell as the pro- 
prietor and planner of the Comet; with con- 
firmatory passages from the writings of the 
late Dr. Cloland, who was always a warm, 
able, and useful friend of the engineer of 
Helensburgh; and to Dr. Henry Cleland (the 
son of the friend of Bell) I am indebted for 
his kindness in lending me his worthy father's 
works, to aid me in this undertaking. In 
the course of a week, when I returned in the 
"James Watt," for Iwas partial to the steam- 
ships, I waited on my worthy friend, Mr. 
Alexander Laird (of Laird & Sons, steam- 
packet agents, Buchanan Street,) and that 
gfoiUeman gave me many particulars of Henry 
Bell's eventful life and useful labours, which 
famished much of the materials of those 
" Henry Bell letters," signed, " E. M." 
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■which appeared in the Crla^ow newspapers, 
— Courier, Chronicle, Free Press, and Herald, 
1826 — 7, and awakened much pnUic interest 
at that timeinhisfavour; and thirty-five towns 
and conntieB of Scotland sent petitions and 
memori^ to gorernmeut, to grant him a pen- 
sion. On the strength of these petitions, 
Mr. Bell went up to London, had an inter- 
Tiew with Mr. Canning, then prime min- 
ister; but after considerable trouble, expense, 
and vexation, he returned to Scotland with- 
out sncGcss. Posterity will wonder at this 
ingratitude. Before entering on the history 
of Mr. Bell's life, I solicit the attention of 
the re^er to a letter which appeared in two 
Glasgow newq)apers (the Chronicle and 
Free Press,) in which Mr. Bell's claims on our 
city and nation are set forth. The letters 
which followed this being of the same tenden- 
cy, it were superfluous to publish them here; 
and tae reader must keep in mind, that the 
said letters vete written for a temporary 
object. !""■ 
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" Glisqov, leth Sept. IfiSla. 
-to thb bditor of thb olasoow chsokiclb. 

"Dear Sir, 
"You are familiar, Idoabtnot, with the 
steam-boat merits of Mr. Henry Bflll, of 
Hdensburgh. This ingoiious and worthy 
man has the high merit of being the per- 
son who bailt the first practical steam-boat 
in Europe; and onr ooble river Clyde is the 
favoured stream where Bell's boat, the 'Comet,' 
commenced that race, the fruits of which are 
now seen through the world, in those palaces 
on the ocean which bear the glory aoA great- 
ness of onr nation into every land. What 
has been done for Mr. Bell in the interval ? 
Simply nothing, except the £50 per aunnm 
which- the river Clyde trustees allow him as 
a small token of their sense of his merits; for 
t^e Clyde revenue has been immensely raised 
since steam-boats started upon this river. Mr. 
Editor, I intend to trouble you, and some of 
the other gentlemen who conduct the Gla^ow 
Press, with three or four letters, in which 
I shall lay Mr. Bell's higli claims before my 
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fellow-citizens of Glasgow, and try to rouse 
the leading gentlemen of all parties in politics 
and religion (for Bell is our common bene- 
factor) to make an appeal to goTernment or 
to parliament in his behalf. I shall speak right 
on as I think. Truth and justice shall be 
my guide. I have yet no personal acquaint- 
ance with Mr. Bell. I have studied his his- 
tory, and gleaned information of his patrio- 
tic worth, which I now feel it my bounden 
duty to lay before the public, and I hope 
Whig, Tory, and Radical, will aid in the un- 
dertaking. I believe they will. 

" Gentlemenr of Glasgow ' — How long will 
you keep silence on this sotgect? You see 
your noble river studded with beautiful fire- 
impelled vessels, which glide away with the 
swiftness of the swallow — cutting throi^h tlie 
wave, against tide and wind, and carry- 
ing yon in safety and comfort to those sweet 
watering-places which adorn the frith of this 
Queen of Scottish rivers ! And to Mr, Bell 
we owe these wondrous barques. From his 
Comet theyall spring. Let a public meeting 
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be immediately called. Let some of our inge- 
nious, and influential citizens, come forward, 
and let a memorial be drawn up, expressive, 
and comprehensive, which shall embody Mr. 
Bell's claims for a grant from parliament. 
Where is there a man in our nation who more 
deserves this than the planner of the Comet ? 
What has he done for his covmtry and for 
mankind 1 He has united our nation with 
all lands. The winds and tides are now no 
obstruction. The steamer bolts away; and 
thus Heaven has opened the gates of inter- 
course, by the iostnunentality of these fire- 
driven ships, which will speedily work won- 
ders tJu-oagh the world, and spread know- 
ledge, science, literature, civilisation, far as 
the dwellings of humanity reach, and religion 
will follow in their train. 

" Steam-boat proprietors of Glasgow, and 
engineers and builders of these magnificent 
barques, whose speed and strength have out- 
stripped the dreams of poetry ! you are em- 
phatically Bell's debtors, and I doubt not 
will aid him in his intended application to 
government. A captain of one of the Clyde 
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steamers told me some time ago, that the 
proprietors of the steam-boats offered Mr. 
BeU the proceeds of a day's sailing of all the 
boats on the river, and this annnally, which 
he refused to accept. I think he did ri^t. It 
was kind in them to offer this ; bat Mr. Bell 
looks to his government for reward. A boon 
from head qoarters is what he richly merits, 
and will yet wait with hope that the British 
government will take np his case; with the 
determination to retnm him something for all 
that he has done for us, and not wait till his 
death, and then aid in the solemn farce of 
erecting a monument to the memory of one 
whom they neglected while he was amongst 
them, thereby displaying the hamanity of 
Sterne, who wept over a dead asa, and allowed 
his own mother to pine away for want of 
bread! 

I am, Mr. Editor, respectlnlly, yours, 
" E. MOEBIS." 

The Glasgow press took a generous and a 
manly interest in Bell's casei and these let- 
ters were copied into the Edinburgh and 
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Lirerpool newspapers, with friendly com- 
ments by the editors and their correspond- 
ents] which, as far as the press conld aid the 
cause, excited a strong hope of success when 
the application should be made in London. 
As we have before mentioned, upwards of 
thirty-five towns and counties backed Mr. 
Bellas ap^cationj Glasgow taking the lead 
in this just and patriotic measure, in behalf of 
that ingenious and perseTering man, who had 
expended his own property, and broken down 
a vigorous constitation in the triumphant in- 
troductiou of that great and magnificent 
scheme, which had for years employed the 
minds of our most gifted mechanics and phi- 
losophers, from the days of Jonathan Hulls, 
to the period when the Comet commenced her 
career, which will carry its owner's name and 
fame into every nation where steam naviga- 
tion shall be established. Towards the end 
of September, 1826, I wrote a short letter 
to Mr. Bell, requesting him to draw up at 
his leisure an account of his own life, 
the date and place of his birth, his parents, 
his education, the date of his steam experi- 
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ments, &c. which etatemeot I wished to incor- 
porate in my conclosion of tiie series of let- 
ters in his behalf, which had then made a 
deep impression on the minds of the citizens 
of Glasgow, In a short time, I received the 
following answer from mj esteemed friend, 
to vhich I solicit the attention of m; readers. 

'■ HiusiBiTBaH, Oot. 1S20. 
" Dear Sir, — I duly received yours of 22d 
Sept. 1826, to which I give the following an- 
swer. In giving you a short account of my 
birth, it is necessary to give some account 
of my ancestors; they being all mechanics, 
in the millwright line. I sprang from the Bella 
of Evan Water. I was the fifth son of Patrick 
Bell and Margaret Easton. The Bells, as 
millwrights, were known, not only in Scot- 
land, but in England and Ireland; and my 
mother's friends were equally well known as 
builders. Some of their productions were 
the Carron worksj the first part of the Forth 
and Clyde navigation, and the contract of 
Leith wet docks. Their relations as resident 
engineers or inspectors under Thomas Telford, 
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Esq. civil engineer, constructed the harbours 
of Aberdeen, Peterhead, Frazerbnrgh, and 
Bamff, and the west district of the Caledo* 
oian canal, and other canals, bridges, and 
mechanical improTemente in England, as well 
asinScotland.totheirown credit,and the satis- 
faction of their employers. I may refer yon 
to M'Lure'a History of Glasgow, where great 
improrements performed by my ancestors, the 
Bells, in that city, are fully recorded. Hence, 
I may say I was bom a mechanic. My tnrth 
took place at Torpbichen Mill, near Linlith- 
gow, on the 7th day of April 1767. I agreed 
to be a mason in 1780, with a near relation 
of my own; and in 1783, 1 was bound to the 
millwright business, for three years, with Mr. 
Henry Bell, my uncle, at Jay MilL After 
lawfully serring out my time, I went to Bor- 
rowstonnesa, to Messrs. Shaw &s Hart, for 
the purpose of being instructed in ship model- 
ing, I wrought with them in ahip-work 
for the space of one year. In 1787, I en- 
gaged with Mr. James InglJs, engineer, at 
Bell's hill, for the purpose of gaining a 
thorough knowledge in the engineering. 
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After fulfilliDg my time with Mr. Inglia, I 
v«Dt to lioadon, to the famous Mr. Reiinie, 
irhicfa shows that I waa not a self<taiight 
engineer, aa some of my friends hare sap- 
posed, and stated, on what groonds I know 
not. In all the above occupations, I made it 
my study to turn them to some practical 
use, of which numerous public works in 
Gla^ow bear witness. In 1800, I applied 
to Lord Melville, on purpose to show his Lord- 
ship, and the other members of the Admiral- 
ty, the practicability, and great utility, of 
Implying steam to the propelling of Teasels 
against winds and tides, and every obstruc- 
tion on rivers and seas, where there was depth 
of water. My whole scheme was Uud before 
the Admiralty, for their deliberation. After 
duly thinking over the plan, the Lords of 
that great establishment were of opinion 
that the [Jan proposed would be of no value 
in promoting transmarine navigation! In 
1803, I made a second application to the 
same Ugh quarter, and from Lord Melville 
received a reply that nothing would be done 
there. They had no faith in steam naviga- 
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tion? The late Lord Kelson thought other- 
wise: he saw at once its mighty power. He 
rose and emphatically said, ' My Lords and 
gentlemen, if yon do not adopt Mr. Bell's 
scheme, other nations will, and in the end vex 
every vein of this empire. It will sncceed,' 
added the gallant Admiral, ' and yon should 
encourage Mr. Bell.* Haring obtained no 
support from my country, I made correct 
prospectuses of my long-matuied plan, and 
forwarded copies to the nations of Europe, 
and to the United States of America. The 
Americans were the first who put my plan 
into practice, and were quickly followed by 
other nations. It( is not in my power, just 
now, to answer your query. When did you 
first turn your attention to the steam propel- 
ling system ? The narrative would 6U 
volumes, therefore I cannot just now enter 
upon the subject. I started my steam-boat 
' Comet' on the river Clyde, in 1812, and from 
this is dated European steam navigation. 
As you, my friend, take a warm interest in 
my favour, and in bringing me into notice be- 
fore .the world, although an otter stranger to 
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me, till yon had written two letters od my 
claims, I shall endesTour to give you as full 
yet concise a view aa I can of the informa- 
tion you reqnire. I have been diligently 
watching the progress of steam-navigation in 
my own and other countries since its com- 
mencement. 

" I intend to show, shonld tJie government 
or the nation award me a small sum per 
ennom, the rise and general progress of the 
steam-system in Great Britain and America, 
as I get every year a statement of the num- 
ber, tonnage, and horse power, of every steam 
vessel in both countries, as per register; also 
the amonnt of the original cost, the number of 
hands employed, the coat of working those 
vessela, the great advantage to the coasting 
villages, towns, and islands which they visit. 
To prove the advant^es, 1 shall give a state- 
ment of those villages, towns, and districts, 
as to rental, prior to the introduction of my 
steam-boats, contrasted vrith their present 
rental, so that the public may see at one 
glance how rapid has been the rise of pro- 
perty, during the last twelve years; which 
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appears to be from fifteen to fifty per cent, 
in man; casea. In giving this intended his- 
torical account, I shall sketch in their pro- 
per order the history of the various improTe- 
ments that I have brought into practice, 
from which I trust it will aj^ar to all, that 
I have not been an idle spectator on life's busy 
stage, — that the mechanical world will be 
roused to a full conviction, that such talents 
as my all-bouDtiful Creator vouchsafed to 
bestow upon me, have been exercised for the 
public good. A little more fuel to my stoam, 
and from my country; and yon and all the 
world, will get it back again, I hope with fifty 
per cent additional'. — I remain, yonr friend, 
" Henry Bell, Engineer." 

The above is a rapid, bnt graphic outline 
of this meritorious man's history, to the 
building of the Comet steam-boat. It shows, 
that, from his thirteenth year, till about his 
twenty-second year, he had good opportuni- 
ties, with the best masters, several of them 
his own ingenious relations, on his father's 
and his mother's side, to dive into those nse- 
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ful and saUime mechanical arte, which finally 
qualified him for that splendid triumph, the 
glories of which Glasgow in thousands wit- 
nessed, when the horn blew for that first voy- 
age between our city and Greenock, which 
united the Clyde by steam to every river, 
channd, and sea, on which the son sheds fais 
radiant beams. I shall now proceed to lay 
before the reader those facts and illustrations 
in the life of Bell which I am furnished with, 
from papers in his own hand-writing lent me 
by his widow, who bears his name and still 
lives in that beautitul sea-bathing village, 
which has long been a favourite spot for the 
citizens of Gla^ow to spend a certain portion 
of their leisure time, every summer, and 
autmnn. Its tranquil shores, and the green 
hilla,and tlie heathery braes; thelovely walkto 
Row, (in whose parbh churchyard Bell's ashes 
tranquilly sleep) will guarantee to Helens- 
burgh a lasting popularity; and the name of 
him who built the Comet will grow in cele- 
brity, and adorn ^e history of that sea- 
washed spot. It is twenty-six miles from 
Glasgow, to which boats, in the summer sea- 
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Bon, pass and repass every hour, or nearly 
so. 

Mr. Bellas letter above inserted, gives the 
reader a bird's eye view of his origin, and 
shows the bent of hia mind in the mechuii- 
cal arts, — those arts which adorn and dignify 
our native country, and give her a moral and 
intellectnal elevation, noknown to Egypt, 
Greece, or Rome, or any other natioa, ancient 
or modem, which has stamped its renown 
through the world; and we will yet hope that 
onr nation will rise from those great difficul- 
ties which now press with heavy hand on 
her industrious and ingenious millions, by the 
good providence of that watchful and gracious 
Being who created and governs the universe 
— will yet flourish with new beauty and glory, 
and be alight toeveryland, in freedom, liter- 
ature, philosophy, morality, and tme religion, 
as taught by Him who spoke as never man 
spoke. 

From Mr. Bell's memoirs, which I have 
before me in an unfinished state, for his health 
broke down, and death cut short his days, 
and his pen was laid down for ever, I now 
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proceed with the narrative of hig life. Mr. 
Bell's fatherwas the eldest son of Patrick Bell, 
bom at Strathmill,1727: he married Margaret 
Easton, eldest daughter of John Easton, of 
Wester Inn, Stirlingshire, 1750. They had 
six sons and four daughters. His father was 
brought up asa Wright andamilleTiwhichoccU' 
pation his fore-fathers followed for centuries. 
They had amongst them all the principal mills 
on the Water of E>an. Patrick Bell entered 
into possession of the mills and mill-lands of 
Birkinshawinl751; he afterwardsrebuilt those 
mills, and sold his lease in 1765. He then 
removed to the mills of Torphichen, which he 
thoroughly repaired. In 1789 he took pos- 
session of the mills of Brigh, and died in 
1793, leaving two sons, Thomas and Henry, 
and two daughters, Mai^aret and Elisabeth. 
Mrs. Patrick Bell outlived her husband nine 
years. She died at Woodcockdale, a beaa- 
tiful spot near Linlithgow,in 1802, aged sixty- 
five. They were both interred in the bury- 
ing ground of their forefathers, in the church- 
yard of Torphichen. Their son, Mr. Henry 
Bell, the subject of these memoirs, was sent 
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early to school, to get that solid and useful 
teaching, for vhich the parish schools of 
Scotland have been long distinguished. In his 
yonth he seems to have been frolicsome, and 
sometimes played the traant, as many a cle- 
ver lad did before his time, and will do through 
the generations to come. Mr. Bell mentions 
in his memoirs, that, after he had been at 
school two years, he hired himself to herd 
cattle. But when the winter season set in, 
when the frost and snow displayed their pinch- 
ing effecta, he was glad to quit his herding 
occupation, and plod over his reading lessons, 
his grammar and arithmetic. But it seems 
he returned the foUowtng summer to the 
cattle-herding. One object strongly urged 
him in this employment^ his keenness to make 
mills and water-wheels on the streams that 
rushed down the hills, and through the vales, 
where his cattle fed. In April 1776, he was 
sent by his family to an nncle and aunt of 
his mother's, in order to attend the schools of 
Falkirk. He was put under the tuition of a 
Mr. Shaw, an excellent teacher of arithme- 
tic. Bnt his former teachers, it seems, were 
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very poor grammarians, and to th« day of 
his death he felt the great wfuit of being un- 
able to convey bia ideas in langu^e which 
cultivated and polite society approve of. 
There was a richness and a genlaa in his 
thoughts and communicatioiis, bat the roi^h 
garb in which these were arrayed waa to hia 
disadvantage, especially with those persons 
(and there are too many of them in the world) 
who look more on the surface than into the 
depth of things. As already stated, through 
his own letter addressed to the author of these 
memolTB, Mr, Bell went to learn to be a mason 
when he was between twelve and thirteen 
years of age, and from that branch of busi- 
ness he afterwards went to learn the mill- 
wright trade, then general engineering and 
ship modeling; terminating his apprentice- 
ship, if I may so express myself, with those 
eminent men the Rennles of London. It was 
when be was serving with Messrs. Hart & 
Shaw, of Borrowstonneas, that he formed a 
strong — a lasting, and as it turned out, a tri- 
umphant impression of the power and ^pli- 
cability of steam to transmarine purposes; 



,,tiootjk 



26 LIFK OF HBNBY BBI.L. 

and he followed out hia idea till the Comet 
stamped on his brow his justly won title, 
" Father of European steam navigation," — 
a nobler title than was ever won by the 
proudest conquerer, by sea or land, by the 
moat renowned heroes of Rome, or Greece, 
at Britain ! Where ia the man who will db- 
pnte this philosophic axiom, or can prove it 
nntroe P The mechanical masters whom he 
had served from his early boyhood till hia 
twenty-second year, afforded him the best 
means of studying those noble arts which are 
the glory and strength of our nation. The 
great James Watt, to whom Bell was well 
known, had brought the steam engine to that 
state of perfection, as to entitle him to the 
merit of being termed its inventer. Driving 
themachinery of splendidcotton mills, woolen 
and £ax mills, and the other public works of 
our industrions and mechanical nation, the 
philosopher had long conceived the idea of 
applying thia mighty power, the first of 
human inventions, to the propelling of the 
gallant ship on the briny flood ; and against 
all opposing force, to send the ships of our 
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country over the aeas into every land, inak< 
ing almost every navigable river in the -world 
bear on its bosom the eteam-driven vessel. 
The poets of Britain, among other subjects 
of their mnse, often glanced at the possibility 
and probabOity of the steam-boat. Dr. Dar- 
vin, the ingenious anther of the " Botanic 
Garden," vrote the following lines years 
before the Comet sailed on the bosom of old 
" Father Clyde,"— 

" Boon ahall tby arm, nnconqner'd Bfeam, afar 
Drag the slow ba^, and drive the rapid oar." 

Darwin was surveying the vessels on the 
Severn, at Shrewsbury, where it was then a 
hard task to bring them up the rapids, into 
that fine old town, the capital of Shropshire, 
and celebrated in history for its strong castle, 
the scene of manyA bloody conflict, on which 
spot Rome planted her prond standard, in her 
palmy days. The poet seeing the watermen 
sweating and puffing, and making hut slow 
progress, burst into the lines above quoted. 
When I showed these lines to Mr. Bell six- 
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teen years ago, hevasetruck with the terse- 
ness and beauty, and sud he "built a steam- 
coach many years before he sent his steam- 
boat to sea)" so that Darwin's prophetic say- 
ing was amply fulfilled by the engineer of the 
Comet. 

It appears from Mr. Bell's own writings 
that it waa at Borrowstowness, in 1786, when 
with the Messrs. Shaw, that his mind was 
strongly impressed with the steam-boat sys- 
tem. He had a present made him, when a 
boy, of a small rigged sloop. To this sloop 
he paid much attention, to the exclusion often 
of his school edncation. When he had served 
out his apprenticesliip, in the mill^wright line, 
he was often ruminating on the little sloop, 
which had charmed him in his boyish days, 
in sailing it on the streams, and catching the 
gentle breeze to ud its onward course. But 
the stream would often drive it in a direction 
contrary to his wish ; and the winds, either 
atiU or adverse, would often cause him to 
reflect on the possilulity of steam to coim- 
tersct these of^fKising forces : — here was the 
Comet in embryo. As he advanced in years, 
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he went from BoirowBtowness to Bell's Hill, 
(Inglia) and afterwards to Renniea of London, 
where he Bt^d eighteen months. AEler this 
he took his travels to see a little of the world, 
and to pick np all the information he could, 
which could tend to aid his steam-boat sys- 
tem. In 1790 he settled in Glasgow, and 
there commenced bnsuieas on his own account, 
with good success. In 1791, he entered into 
partnership with Mr. James Paterson, under 
the firm of Bell and Paterson, as builders, 
&c. This contract continaed for seven years, 
during which period they finished many 
public works in and around Glasgow. 

In 1798, Mr Bell, turned his attention 
chiefiy to his grand object, the steam-boat. 
In the spring of 1800, he became acquainted 
with a gentleman who had a fine pleasure 
vessel. In this Mr. Bell placed a boiler, and 
engine, of fonr-horse power, with machinery 
for the paddles, and a strong cover -board, 
that folded over from the top of the bulwarks 
to prevent the gushii^ up of the water when 
at work. Mr. Bell mentions with regret, 
that thongh he had served his time with a 
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celebrated eiigiaeer,he did not follow ap that 
important branch vith the zeal and energy 
he oQght to have done. Abont 1801, he ap- 
plied to the late Gilbert Hamilton, Esq., Lord 
Provost of Glasgow, for a letter of introdoc- 
tioo to that great and good man James Watt, 
of Watt and Bolton, engineers, Sobo, Bir- 
mingham, for his advice in regard to a porta- 
ble engine, that would stand on its ovn base 
with stout levers, for which Mr. Bell made 
out a plan. Mr Watt, it seems, did not ap- 
prove of tbia plan, and Mr. Bell was again 
driven to rely on his own genius, and fight 
his way through all difficulties. But he did 
not despair. Mr, Watt, it seems, was a firm 
unbeliever in steam navigation! "How many 
noblemen, gentlemen, and sngioeers," said he 
to Mr. Bell in a letter, "have puzzled their 
brains, and spent their thousands of pounds, 
and none of all these, nor yourself, have been 
able to bring the power of steam in naviga- 
tion to a successful issue." Mr. Watt was 
not singular here; deep scepticism pervaded 
the minds of public bodies, and the steam- 
ship was looked upon, even by our own Ad- 
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miraUy, as a poetical fiction, up to 1807, at 
vhich period the late Mr. Fulton of America, 
was plying his first steamer Bnccessfidly on 
the Hudson, with the strong support of the 
republican government. Mr. Folton got the 
model of his steam boat &om Mr. Henry 
Bell; and every information which Bell, in 
the simplicity of his heart, and the noble en- 
tbnsiasm of hin nature, could prompt him to 
give. 

As this is a ticklish subject for brother 
Jonathan, who wishes to be thought the sole 
inventer of the transmarine steam system, I 
shall go a little into this matter, and then 
resume my proper narrative of Bell. 

About the year 1806, Mr. Fulton was in 
England and Scotland. He saw the boats 
which Symington, Taylor, and Miller, had 
built, which, however valuable aa experiments, 
were of no practical utility. 'Hiey could not 
venture on rivers, much less brave the roar- 
ing sea. Mr. Fulton was much with Bell, 
and being a talented, well educated, shrewd 
man, he picked up much information on this 
great system; and Bell's models were those 
c 2 
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he adopted when he re-crossed the Atluitic; 
but I am sorry to be compelled to add, he 
forgot the Scotch engineer of Helensburgh, 
and took all the merit to himself. There was 
too much of the Yankee in that. Lord Liver- 
pool would have said, " This is too bad." 
To those gentlemen who might be inclined 
to dispute these facts, I would say, read the 
Fifth Report of the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons on Steam Boats, for 
June 1822, Sir Henry Paraell, chairman, 
(with whom the writer of these memoirs had 
several interviews, in 1829) and they will find, 
after several other statements, the following. 
— " Mr. Jonathan HoIIb, ui 1736 ; the Duke 
of Bridgewater, on the Manchester and Run- 
corn canal, Mr. Miller of Dalswinton, the 
Marquis de Joufifroy, (a French nobleman) 
in 1781; Lord Stanhope, in 1795 j and Mr. 
Symington and Taylor, on the Forth and 
Clyde canal, in 1 801-2. These ingenious men 
made valuable experimentst and tested well 
the mighty power of steam. Still no practi- 
cal uses resulted from any of tliese attempts. 
It was not till the year 1807, when the Ameri- 
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caos begau to use ateam boats on their 
rivers, that their safety and utQity was first 
proved. But the merit of constructing these 
boats is due to natives of Great Britain. 
Mr. Henry Bell of Glasgov gave the first 
model of them to the late Mr. Fulton of 
America, and corresponded regularly with 
Fulton on the subject Mr. Bell continued 
to turn his talents to the improving of steam 
apparatus, and its application to various man- 
ufactures about Glasgow; and in 1811, con- 
structed the Comet steam boat, the first of 
the kind in Europe, to navigate the Clyde, 
from Glasgow to Port-Glasgow, Greenock, 
Helensburgh, and Inverness." (See pages 117 
and 118 Parliamentary Report on Steam 
Navigation,) 

What will after ^es say, when told that 
all which Mr. Bell received from govern- 
ment, — who thus acknowledge hia claims, 
was £200! — and of this sum he expended 
nearly £100 in sundry expencee connected 
with his journey to London, uid for the 
petitions supporting him from Scotland and 
England. A glaring neglect is chargeable 
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somewhere. Rulers of our country ! You 
may yet do something in thia matter) the 
worthy widow of the engineer is still amon^t 
OS. Fifty pounds a- year from you to her 
would only be what the city of Glasgow 
is giving to compensate a little for tile losses 
they both sustained in their country's cause, 
through steam navigation. These hints are 
given in no captions spirit, but to do justice 
to a worthy man. 

I have before me the London Quarterly 
Review, vol. 19, for AprO 1818, in which 
the life of Robert Fulton, by his friend Cad- 
w^ader D. Golden, is reviewed in a rather 
long article, commencing at page 347. The 
writer passes over in silence Fulton's obli- 
gations to British engineers, and to Henry 
Bell especially, and claims for his friend the ab- 
solute invention and introduction of the 
system! 

This is too ridiculous to need serious re- 
futation, — a thousand facts prove that Great 
Britain has the merit of Uie discovery, and 
the United States ct^ied the plans from us. 
Mr. Golden, in a blustering kind of tone. 
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tel]s ns that Fnlton could have blown up all 
the British fleets by his "fiery torpedoes," 
and thinks it vas tender mercy in the Ameri- 
cans to spare the ships of Albion; and that 
our admirals seemed to be aware of the dan- 
ger, and to sAycontactwithFulton'.! Shades 
of Nelson, Duncan, and Oollingwood ! I do 
not admire war, — we hare had too much of 
it, and the nation is suffering from the burden 
caused by it. Oar millions of industrious 
operatives are on the borders of starvation 
by it It ia wicked, irrational, and unchria- 
tian; but Cadwallader makes even a Quaker 
to feel something like the war spirit rise in 
his bosom, at the flij^ancy of theae expres- 
sions, and at the general tone of the author, 
who had better try to pat down black slavery 
in his own country, than write about what 
the Americans could do with their steam ships 
to crush Britain. I h(^ England and America 
know their interests better, than to bring this 
sublime invention into use to destroy each 
other. The London Reviewer, however, has 
nut spared Fnlton's injudicious friend for 
these faults, while, at the same time, he ac- 
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kBOTrledges the merit of some parts of the 
work as a literary prodaction. 

The life of Ftaton was written in 1817, 
and two quotations may not perhaps be ont 
of place here,— one poetical, the other prose. 

"LiringetoD and Fulton, dear to fame; the patron 
and iarent«r of Hteam boats, are no morel bat their 
names shall be engraven on a monument, sacred to 
the benefactors of mankind." 

The generations yet nnborn shall read, — 

«„_ taught seamen to interrogate 

With steady gaze, tho' tempest-toss'd, the sun. 
And from his beam true oracte obtain; 
Franklin, dread thusderbolta with daring l^nd, 
Seiz'd, and averted their destructive stroke 
From the protected dwellings of mankind; 
Fulton, by flame compelled the angry sea, 
To vapour rarefied, his bark to drive 
In triumph proud, through the loud sounding surge." 

" This invention," adds Mr. Colden, " is 
spreading fast through the civilised world, 
and though excluded yet from Russia, will ere 
long he extended to that vast empire. A bird 
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hatclied on the Hudaon, will soon people the 
floods on the Volga, and oygnets descended 
from an American swan glide along the sor- 
face of the Caspian aea. Then the hoary 
geniua of Asia, liigh throned on the peakg of 
Cancasns, his moist eye gliBtoning vhile it 
glances over the rains of Babylon, Peraepolis, 
Jerusalem, and Palmyra, — shall bov vith 
gratefiil reTcrence to the inventive spirit of 
this western world!" 

In these pages of the biographer of Fnlton, 
there is much to praise as well aa much to 
censure; and as the American government, 
to their honoor, warmly patronised the boilder 
of their first practical steamer, while our 
more meritorious Henry Bell was neglected 
by the British rulers, we may make some 
allowance for the exulting tone and high 
colouring of this transatlantic author. I 
cannot account, however, for the Ignorance 
which is displayed in the British Reviews, as 
to the merits of the man to whom England 
is under the deepest obligations for the glori- 
ous system, whose first triumphs Glasgow 
witnessed on that river, where ths steam - 
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boats are yet seen in the greatest perfection, 
where Napier has reaped such just renown, 
and Wood, and Scott, and Sinclair, and 
M'Gregor, hare earned a fame for die gallant 
boats they have produced for Britain, and 
many other lands. 

It will be remembered that my regular 
narratiye of Bell was up to the time when 
he wrote to Mr. Watt, and that great man 
replied, saying he thought that steam naviga- 
tion would never succeed. This was enough 
to damp his genius: but no; he persevered by 
new improvements, and "his scheming ended 
in Britain's steaming," as remarked by that 
kind-hearted man, and illustrious engineer. 
Sir I. Brunei, to the author, when I waited 
upon him in London, and shall never forget 
his frank manner and kind feeling for ne- 
glected Bell. "This man," said he, "should 
have had a thousand pounds per annum, 
twenty years ago, for his great national ser- 
vices; and it is a stain upon the British govern' 
ment for neglecting such a benefactor to his 
coTmtry." Brund then put his hand Into his 
pocket, and by the handsome subscription he 
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gave, proTed liis Bincerity; and otherwiae took 
an interest in the undertaking. Mr. Telford 
also on this shoved deep interest. 

The lat« Dr. Cleland, as formerly hinted, 
had uniformly manifested a strong desire to 
see justice done to BeU; and faaring known 
him for so long a period, he vaa qualified to 
speak of his great merits. In hie review of 
the former and present state of Ola^ow, 
published in 1840, the worthy Doctor thus 
speaks of the Helensburgh engineer. The 
whole race of steam propelling projecters 
having retired, the field was exclusively oc- 
cupied by Mr. Henry Bell of Glasgow. 
Having a strong turn for mechanics, and a 
desire to follow out what others had aban- 
doned, he employed Messrs John Wood and 
Co., of Port Glasgow, to build a boat for 
him of thirty tons burden, which he fitly 
named the"Comet;" — one having appeared in 
the heavens contemporaneously; and having 
himself made an engine of three horse power, 
he a[^lied the paddles. After several experi- 
ments in 1812, the Comet plied Irom Glasgow 
to Greenock, on the 18th January, 1812. 
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and mode five miles an hour agsimt a head 
wind. 

Thia was the first TCsael successfully pro- 
pelled b; steam on a navigable river in 
Eorope: now almost every river teems with 
them. 

It is not our intention to hold op onr 
townsman as a person endowed with ngjerla- 
five mechanical talents, but with no small 
share of native genius, and nnremitting en- 
terprise, assisted by the Honourable Alex- 
ander Garden of Croy, Lord Provost of Glas- 
gow, James Ewing, Esq., of Levenside, (one 
of the members of Parliament for Glasgow,) 
and myself, he was enabled to combat 
powerful oj^osition, and make good his 
claim of being the first person in Europe who 
successfolly propelled vessels by steam, on a 
navigable river. This testimony no man 
can dispute. I know it to be correct fi'om a 
thousand quarters. I have probed it to the 
bottom. Brunei and Telford, Fawcett and 
Rennie, Sir John Sinclair, and the late ami- 
able Lord Congleton, with many of the most 
illnatrious for literatnre and science, rank,' 
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and moral worth in oar country, bear the same 
united testimony; and I now proceed with my 
easy task of showing the activity of Bell, 
and of his worthy deeds for hia country's 
grandeur, till within a short period of his 
death, which was hastened by a wound, had 
neTer healed, which he had inflicted on his 
knee by fitting a boiler in a steam-boat some 
years before. 

Bellas beautiful little boat, the Comet, was 
wrecked in the Highlands ; and Mr. Charles 
Atherton, civil engineer, procured the engine 
belonging to her, made by Bell, from its watery 
bed, and which will be esteemed by the anti- 
quarian as a curiosity for ^es yet to come. 

The following copy of an advertisement, 
taken from the Glasgow papers of 5th August, 
1812, I procnred from Messrs Thomson and 
Maconnell, 15, Jamaica Street; as also the 
accompanying statement of prices of said 
steamer, with description of the route between 
Gla^ow and Fort William, as performed by 
this fire-driven barque: — 
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THE STEAM BOAT COMET, 

Between Glasgow, Oreenock, and Helenaburgh. 

For Passengers only. 

The subscriber having, at much expence, 
fitted up a handsome veaael to ply upon the 
river Clyde, from Glasgow, to sail by the 
power of air, wind, and steam. He intends 
that the vessel shall leave the Broomielaw on 
Tuesdays, Thursdaya, and Saturdays, about 
mid-day, or such an hour thereafter as may 
answer from the state of the tide; and to leave 
Greenock on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays, in the morning, to suit the tide. 

The elegance, safety, comfort, and speed 
of this vessel requires only to be seen to meet 
the ^probation of the public, and the pro- 
prietor is determined to do every thing in his 
power to merit general support. 

The terms are for the present fised at 4s. 
for the best cabin, and Ss. for the second ; but 
beyond these rates nothing is to be allowed 
to servants, or any person employed about 
the vessel. 
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The BubBcriber continaefl his establishment 
at Helensbnrgli Baths, the same as for years 
passed; and a vessel will be in readiness to con. 
vey passengers by the Comet, from Greenock 
to Helensburgh. 

Passengers by the Comet will receive in- 
formation of the hours of sailing, by apply- 
ing at Mr. Honston's office, Broomielair; or 
Mr. Thomas Blackney's, E^t Quay Head, 
Greenock. 

Hklehbduboh Baths, 6th Avg. 1812. 

HENRY BELL. 

CHEAP CONVEYANCE TO FORT WILLUH, 

By tbe Comet Steam Boftt. 

The Comet is appointed to sail £com 
Glasgow to Greenock, Giourock, Rothsay, 
Tarbert, Loch Gilp, Crinan, Easdale, Oban, 
Port Appin, and Fort William, on Thmrsday 
first, Sept. 2, 1813, for the above places, at 
9 o'clock morning, and to continae during 
the season every Thursday from Glasgow, 
D 2 
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and from Fort William on Monday. The 
hours of suling will be seen on the boards at 
each of these places. A table of the fares is 
hereto annexed. 



From Olaegow oahk. smun. 

toOreenook, 4/ 2/6 

toBotlu^, ~ 7/ 6/ 

to Torbert sod Loch Oap, 8/ 6/ 

to Ciiaaa, 10/. 8/ 

toEaadale, 18/ 10/ 

to Oban, 16/ 12/ 

to Appin, 18/ 13/6 

t« Fort William, 22/ 16/ 

From Fort ■WDliam 

toAppin, 3/. 2/ 

to Oban,.;. 6/. 4/ 

toEsBcWe, B/. 6/ 

to Lochgilpbead, 11/. 7/ 

to Tarbert Ferrjr, 13/. 0/ 

toBothasj, IB/ 11/ 

toOreenook, 18/ 13/6 

to OlasgoT, SSJ 16/ 

The above TOy^e the Comet completes to 
and from Fort William in four days, with a 
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reasonable time for the passengers going out 
and in, at the various places of call. 

In commencing this undertaking, which 
will be of so much utility to the public, the 
proprietor intimates to the merchants and 
gentlemen of the north-west coast of Scotland, 
that he intends to dispose of a nomber of 
shares <^ said steam-boat, which he hopes 
will torn out to be advantageous to the 
owners, and to the public at large. 

To those acquainted with the beautiful and 
romantic scenery on the route of this boat 
between Glasgow and Fort- William, which 
is indeed the concentration of the grand and 
sublime in nature, a short description may be 
to tbem and others interesting here. In 
passing down the Clyde, you hare a charm- 
ing view of the different noblemen and gen- 
Uemen''s seats on the banks of this glorious 
river, with the old castle of Dunglass ^where 
there is a monument erected to Bell,} and the 
ancient town and castle of Dumbarton — the 
scene of many of Wallace's heroic exploits. 
Meandering around this renowned casUe, is 
seen the " Silver Leven," uniting there with 
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its sister Clyde, where they commingle with 
the briny ocean. Benlomond is here seen, 
towering over that magnificent lake, the 
glory of Scotland, surromided by the noblest 
scenery perhaps ia the world, and to which 
there i3 access every hour by the steamers, id 
summer. The next places on the Comeths 
ronte, are the towns of Port-Glasgow and 
Greenock; chiefly engaged in the West India 
trade. Opposite to Greenock is seen the 
pretty town of Helensburgh, atuated at the 
entrance of Gareloch, where lived the cele- 
brated man who is the subject of these me- 
moirs. The scenery around this place is 
peculiarly romantic and interesting. The 
view tiom the Bath Hotel, built by Mr. 
Bell, and where his excellent widow still re- 
sides, is picturesque in the extreme. About 
a mile below Helensburgh stands the beauti. 
fill seat of his Grace, the Dake of Argyll 
known by the name of Roseneath Castle, op. 
poste to which is the Castle of Ardencaple 
where Lord John Campbell (now Bq^e of 
Argyll) retiided. The steamer next *j "' 
the beautiful bathing viUage of DtuT*^^ 
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thence to the ancient town of Rothsay, eitu- 
ated in a lovely bay of the salabiious isle of 
Bute, oD which stands the royal castle, once 
the favoured seat of the Scottish kings. Bute 
and Arran are chiefly supported by the fish- 
erieB; and in the town of Rothsay ia a large 
cotton mill, belonging to Mr. Thorn, the inge- 
nious engineer. The boat next pasaea through 
the Ryle3 of Bute to Looh Gilp, the entrance 
of the Crinan canal, where you have a good 
view of the seat of OakGeld. Next you pass 
veryneartheGiilf of Corryvreckin, a tremen- 
dous whirlpool similar to the Maelstrom off 
the coast of Norway, and also the terror of 
seamen, which you can see at ebb water. 
The vortex extends a mile in circuit; the roar 
at times may remind the stranger of the 
everlasting thunders of Niagara. The slate 
quarries of E^asdale are well worth a visit; 
the view from them to the west is only 
bounded by the horizon and the Atlantic, 
where innumerable islands present themselves, 
in all tile glorious adornments of nature, as 
characterised by the various seasons of the 
year. The eye is dazzled by the extent and 
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loveliness of the soenery, and the soul imbibes 
lofty conceptionB of the poirer, wisdom, tuid 
benevolence of the Creator and Governor of 
the universe, as these objects come in rapid 
succession before the mental vision. . From 
this magic spot to Oban, the Castle of Glyn 
strikes the attention in the small island of 
Ketrara, and placed in one of the most ro- 
mantic situations in the world. From this 
place you pass to the horse-shoe harbonr, 
where the fleet of Scotland used to winter, 
and where Alexander II., king of Scot- 
land, died. The bay of Oban forms one 
of the prettiest views on the west coast, and 
is greatly admired by tourjsts. The Castle 
of Dunolly at the north entrance of the bayi, 
together with the Dogstone, are well worth 
seeing. The steamer next passes through the 
line of the Seven Castles, which can all be 
seen at one particular point of view. The 
seven castles are Dnustafinage, once a royal 
seat; Dunolly, the chief residence of the 
M'Dougalls of Lorn j Deuait, the seat of the 
M'LeaUB; Ardtomish, the dwelling place of 
the Lord of the isles -, Achindown Glyn and 
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Baroaldine — Berigoninm, the ancient capital 
of Scotland, is situated on this line of seven 
castles, anfl is still remarkable for its vitri- 
fied walls. Theroaringof the tideofConnal, 
so justly celebrated by Ossian, is distinctly 
heard in passing the Loch, — 

Hen mighty Ossisn strock hla Ijre, 
And told of Fingal's dee<lB of yore, — 
Son worthy of so great a nre, — 
He nmg his piaise 'mid Conoal's Mtr. 
Near Fort-WiUiam commencea the great 
Caledonian canal, the most stupendous work 
of the kind in Europe, and which has been of 
immense benefit to the Highlands. The 
Comet afterwards extended her route to In- 
TemesB, though it never paid the projecters. 
Thus then, my readers, I have set before 
yon the course of the Comef s voyaging. Mr. 
Bell and his gallant little fire-propelled vessel 
were welcomed in the Highland glens, and on 
the hilla, where multitudes were assembled 
to watch the movements of the first boat in 
Europe which ventured through rivers, chan- 
nels, and seas, impelled by a new power which 
Bell alone had the courage to carry out to 
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its final practical results. Great were the 
benefitavhich the Highland countiesidistrictsi 
and towns, derived from the Comet, and the 
other Teasels which followed the track, and 
launched into other routes, as the fruits of 
this successful enterprise of this most perse- 
vering individual. The rapid advance of 
property, wherever steam navigation put 
forth its ocean-subduing power, laid the no- 
bility and gentry under deep obligations to 
Bell. I cannot say whether they all felt as 
they ought towards their common benefac- 
tor. — I am afraid not generally, but I may 
ungle out two gentlemen at least, who showed 
by deeds, and not by words only, that they felt 
his worth — the late Robert Downie, Esq. of 
Appm, and W.F.Campbell, Esq. of lalay. Of 
these gentlemen Mr. Bell spoke gratefully: 
they aided him in the hour of need. 

Mycountrymen'.yoahavenowset before you 
the active steamer, first of her race, gliding 
up and down the noblest river in Scotland,— 
linking the largest city in this northern king- 
dom with all the maritime towTis and dis- 
tricts within 250 miles of Glasgow. This 
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was a new era in our commerce and our 
naval grandeur, -which is yet working ita 
miracles through the world. The followii^ 
truly Boblime passage occurs in a speech 
which the Jate Mr. Canning pronounced in 
Liverpool, (in 1824,) " What should we 
think, Sir, of that philosopher who, in writ- 
ing at this day a treatise upon naval arcbi- 
tectore, and the theory of navigation, should 
omit wholly from his calculation that new 
and mighty power, new at least in the appli- 
cation of its might, which walks the water 
like a giant, rejoicing in its course, stemming 
alike the tempest and the tide, — accelerating 
lntercourBe,-~shortening distances, — creating, 
as it were, unexpected neiglibourhoods, and 
new combiDations of social and commer- 
cial relations, and giving to the fickleness of 
winds, and the faithlessness of waves, the 
certainty and steadiness of a highway upon 
the land ? Sach a writer, though he might 
describe a ship correctly ; though he might 
show from what quarter the winds of heaven 
blow, would be surely an incurious and idle 
spectator of the progress of nautical science. 
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who did not see in the power of steam a cor- 
rective of all former calculations, — he would 
act as foolishly, as the specnlater on political 
science, who, descanting on the British con- 
stitution of kings, lords, and conunons, should 
omit from his enuineratioa that mighty power 
of public opinion embodied in a free-press, 
which pervades and checks, and perhaps in 
the last resort, nearly governs the whole ; 
sach a man would surely give but an imper- 
fect idea of the government of England, as it 
is now modified, and would greatly underrate 
the counteracting, salutary influence, against 
which, and to correct whose errors, the exe- 
cutive power has to exercise its wisdom." 

Tliis glorious burst of patriotic eloquence, 
was worthy of the great mind of Canning. 
This description of the steam-boat, was never 
surpassed in beauty, and it would have been 
-well had this illustrious British minister, and 
orator, thought hat Jive mimUes on the merits 
of the mechanic of Helensburgh, who affiled 
this "new and mighty power" the 8t«am< 
engine, to those gigantic uses which are so 
richly described by the author above quoted. 
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Why did not Mr. Canning speak of the worth 
of Mr. Bell, and secure to him at least £500 
per annum for life, for hia great labours ? 
Bninel, Telford, and others, said he should 
have had twice that amount, for vhat he had 
done for Britain and the world. This opin- 
ion, posterity will confirm. Mrs. Bell still 
lives, and our rulers yet have an opportu- 
nity of doing something for the widow of that 
ingenious man, whom they neglected while 
living — although he went up to London, 
backed by all ScoUaud, with petitions from 
every great town and maritime county in 
this kingdom, — with the voice of Liverpool 
in his favour. He went thither in his old 
age, lame, and his finances exhausted in liis 
country's good; butwegrieve — weareashamed 
to say, his journey was fruitless. Well do we 
remember the fears and terrors which many 
aged people expressed, when Mr. Bell first set 
out with his Comet on the Clyde. Some 
said he was fighting against nature, against 
(lod. No man can sail against wind and 
tide, s^d our grandfathers, and some of their 
sons and daughters too; and quoted that pro- 
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verb, aa though it had been a Bible precept. 
Bat it ia not, as every tyro in reading knows; 
it ia an old saying, -which the steam-boat has 
laid on the shelf, to rest for ever. Bell set- 
tled this. By and bye the ancients of the 
people, as well as the gallant young men and 
and maidens, gladly took a voyage with him, 
and now the greatest cowaxd in the world 
has no fear of the steam-boat ; for they all 
know that these vessels are safer than a coach 
and immeasurably more pleasant. It would 
appear that the same astonishment and terror 
were excited on the banks of the Hudson and 
on the trith of that beautiful stream, when 
the American Folton started his steamer 
there, in 1807 — the model of which he got 
from Bell, and the engine to work which was 
built by our Boltoa and Watt, as all the 
world knows, but which I repeat, to refresh 
the memories of those who oppose Bell's 
claims, and call the Americans the inventers. 
No: they were not. The following description 
ia found in pages 172 and 173 of Colden's 
Life of Fulton, as quoted in the London Quar- 
terly Review, No. 19 : " The steamer had 
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the most terrific appearance from other ves- 
sels which were navigating the river, when 
she was making her passage. The first steam- 
boats, as others yet do, used dry pine-wood for 
fdel, wliich sends a colomn of ignited 
vapour many feet above the Sue, and when- 
ever the fire is stirred, a galaxy of sparks fly 
oB^ and In the night-time have a very bril- 
liant and beautifnl appearance. This uncom- 
mon light first attracted the attention of the 
crews of other vessels. Notwithstanding the 
wind and tide were adverse to |its approach, 
they saw with astonishment it was rapidly 
coming towards them ; and when it came so 
near as that the noise of the machinery and 
paddles were heard, the crews in some instan- 
ces shrunk beneath their decks from the ter- 
rific sight, and left their vessels to go on 
shore; while others prostrated themselves and 
besonght Providence to protect them from the 
approaches of the horrible monster which 
was marching on the tide, and lighting its 
path with the fires which it vomited." 

Let OS now take a short survey of steam- 
navigation from 1812 to 1843, and what 
e2 
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splendid vessels do ire behold ! How irould 
Canning epeak and think -were he now living! 
Every kingdom in the world has now seen 
these Jire-propeUed palaces, that roam over 
every sea, and sweep up the rivers of China, 
of India, of Asia, of Africa, of America, and 
all other parts, with a regularity and quick ■ 
ness which surpass all our former concep- 
tions of their power and utility. 

From six-horse power, these wondrous 
barques have advanced, through the skill of 
our mechanics, and the enterprise of our 
princely merchants, to 800 horse power, and 
3000 or 4000 tons burden. These "march 
upon the deep," — these triumph iu the"batt]e 
and the breeze,"^ and are the keye to unlock 
every kingdom on earth, and to take our 
produce to every nation, and bring in return 
the products of all climes. They plead for 
free trade; and aa my ingenious friend Bell 
once said to a monopolist, "Sir, my steamers 
will break down all your schemes — they will 
fight their way against all monopolisers, and 
yon cannot arrest their course ! " He was right 
in this, — sound, as in his plan of the Comet. 
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At a public dinner given to a number of 
gentlemen in the Batlis Hotel, Helensburgh, 
some years ago, Mr. Bell was speculating in 
an animated tone on the probability of steam 
ships going to every land, and carrying our 
merchandise over the wide Atlantic, the In- 
dian and China seas — to ail nations. Several 
gentlemen laughed at his *^wild ideas,"" as they 
termed them; but Bell spoke rationally; he 
sair de^>er into things than the laughers did, 
and his opinion has been gloriously realised. 
I have this story from Mr. A. Broom, builder, 
with permiseion to publish it. It is worth 
narrating, as it shows how very "lingering " 
was the scepticism in the minds even of intel- 
ligent men, as to the power and boundless 
utility of steam navigation, many instances 
of which will yet be stated before this little 
work is completed. 

Mr. Bell had many difficulties to encounter 
and overcome after he started his Comet j 
but that undaunted heroism, and that fearless 
perseverance which had led him on, not- 
withstanding the two denials at the Admiralty 
in 1801 and 1803, and ihe coldness of his 
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countrymen, still made him equal to the task. 
His trimnphant success at length encour- 
aged gentlemen of property to embark in the 
steam-boat buildii^; and in a few years the 
Clyde swarmed with these noble vessels, which 
add new beaaty to that lovely river ; and 
thousands of strangers, as well eis natives of 
Britain, crowded these swift fire-driven rovers 
of the deep. The beantiful watering-places 
on the Mth of our romantic river were filled 
with persons from all quarters, and new plea- 
sures and enjoyments of an innocent and ra- 
tional character were created, which im- 
parted health to the feeUe, and strength to 
the debilitated. A journey to Glasgow, and 
a trip down the Clyde, in the Henry Bell 
steam-boat, became an object worthy of all, 
and the peasant and the prince alike enjoyed 
the luxury. 

The engineers of the Clyde built steam- 
boats, and received orders from all parts, to 
furnish similar vessels for the other navigable 
rivers of the island, and ultimately for all 
parts of the world, where they are now dis- 
[daying their might, and unfolding their use- 
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fulness in every quarter of the globe. Who 
can set bounds to their progress? Who can 
tell their value? On hoir many streams will 
their piowess be sung? Aa they ride the 
billovB of the briny flood amongst " all 
people,^ Till not the poets burst into some of 
their lofitieat aspirationa,— and will not they 
think of the " genius of Helen8bnrgh,"who first 
showed ws how to conquer old Neptune, and to 
sail against his tides without the aid of canvas? 
In 1840, the late Dr. James Cleland com- 
piled his annals of the " Present State of 
Glasgow." Amongstmany interesting tables 
is the following, which will show the encrease 
of steam-boat power on onr celebrated river. 

CLTDE STEAU VESSELS IN 1631 Aim 1836. 
ABSTRACT. 



Out sea Boata, . . 
Ooodi and Ftumi^era, 

Luggage, .... 

Towing, .... 

Total, . . . 


1S81 


183B 


v«u. 


«««.. 


t«u|t™m. 


12 

8 
2C 
7 
3 


1M7 
SCO 

1728 
431 
199 


18 
11 
26 

8 
4 


3203 
834 

1927 
470 

257 


66 


4806 1 67 


6691 
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A question may be started here. Hot 
came it to pass, that since steam navigation 
has continued to flonrish from the building of 
the Comet to the present time, that Mr. Bell 
lost hia money vhile his plans were trium- 
phant throughout the world? I cannot do 
better than by stating, in his own words, the 
substance of a memorial addressed to certain 
of the nobility and gentry of the Scottish 
maritime counties, at the time (1839) when 
Glasgow was showing her sense of his merits, 
by a subscription. Prior to this, an appeal — 
but in vain, had been made to the British 
goyemment, to remunerate him in some de- 
gree for his patriotic labours and great losses 
in the steam-boat enterprise, which enriched 
the nation, but ruined him, 

"The memorialist, Henry Bell, humbly so- 
licits your Hononrs to take his case into 
your serions consideration, whether he is en- 
titled to a remuneration from government, as 
being the first person that brought into his 
country the power of steam in propelling 
vessels against wind and tide, — a fact which 
cannot be ^tptUed. The great utility of steam 
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being applied to vessels, is noir clearly proved 
to answer the end he at first represented, in 
tiie jetu- 1801 and 1803, to the late Lord 
Melville, and to a number of naval gentle- 
mffli. As this new method of navigation ia 
of such great benefit to the country, he can- 
not bat think he has a claim on the nation 
for his services, and the great sacrifices he 
sustained, when others, who had ample for* 
tanes, embarked in the building of large 
steam vessels. From the ready communica- 
tion which steam navigation has opened to 
the western islest and north of Scotland, be- 
sides several parts of England and Ireland, 
he trusts this appeal will not be made in 
vain." 

The above appeal was productive of no 
benefit to Mr. Bell, as far as the government 
was GODcemedj but in 1828-9, Glasgow took 
up his cause in good earnest, when a public 
subscription was raised in the city, and the 
river Clyde trustees augmented his allowaoce 
from £50 to £100 per annum for life. They 
continue £50 of this as a yearly acknow- 
ledgement to Mrs. Bell, during her life, — and 
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long may she live in health and peace, as 
the representative of him whose name she 
bears! 

It might not be ont of place here, to remind 
the gentlemen of the highly respectable cor- 
poration of the great and enlightened city of 
Liverpool, that a strong appeal was made to 
them in 1829, to make the same allowance 
to Mr, Bell as the Clyde trustees have done ; 
and I know it to be a fact, that several gen- 
tlemen of that great sea-port, deeply con- 
nected with its vast commercial concerns, 
strongly wished Liverpool to equal Gla^ow 
in its support to their common benefactor, — 
Henry Bell. Mr. John Gladstone, the late 
Egerton Smith, the late Mr. Wallace Currie, 
and Mr. Fawcett, the celebrated engineer, and 
several other leading persons of Liverpool, 
did all they could in Mr. BeU's behalf. Will 
any person deny that Liverpool has benefited 
as much from steam navigation as Glasgow? 
Look at the animated scenes on the rivers 
Mersey and Dee, — the beautiful steamers 
that waft the thousands from shore to shore, 
and from one town to another, in the vicinity 
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of the largest and wealthiest sea-port in the 
world! 

It ia still to be hoped that Liverpool will 
remember that the wife of the " father of 
steam navigation ia yet alive," and deserves 
the respect of all. For many years Mr. Bell 
was lame and infirm, from injuries he had 
received in his ardaoaa and enthusiastic efforts 
to perfect that mighty system which will im- 
mortalise his name, — and in consequence of 
this, Mrs. Bell had in a great measure to 
manage his affaire j and wisely and pmdently 
did she discharge these double duties — as all 
will testify who have the pleasure of knowing 
her. 

It might be proper here, to take an his- 
torical glance at the several unsuccessful ef- 
forts which were made, and in their proper 
order to lay them before the reader, before 
the steam-boat was brought to stem the rivers, 
to battle up the channels, to ride against the 
tides, and to venture over the watery world 
on pleasure or gain. Different nations have 
contended for the honour of the first idea of 
the steam vessel. France, America, and even 
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Spain, Iiave contended for priority ; bat mat- 
ter of fact — and this is worth a world of ar- 
guments and assertions — gives the palm to 
Britain. History, true and faithful history, 
will confirm this. And at this moment we 
have more steam ships, better made and bet- 
ter conducted, than all the nations of the 
earth united. The steam-ship " Great 
Britain," where can we look for her equal ? 

It is not our intention to dwell on the dis- 
putes of engineers and other ingenious men, 
as to the person in whose mind the steam- 
boat first prospectively arose, in its glory and 
grandeur. The secret would not be worth a 
rush-light, could it be ferreted out from its 
unknown cavern. It is the practical steamer 
that we value, and Bell built the first. Glori- 
ous Clyde was its first river of triumph! 
This is fact. 

It was lately stated in a letter in the "Com- 
merce," Paris paper, that in the archives of 
Salamanca is found an account of the suc- 
cessful results of impelling vessels by steam, 
in 1543. The inventor was Don Blasco de 
Garray, and the experiment was made in the 
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roads of Barcelona, in the presence of the 
emperor Charles V. and his court It* is 
said that the monarch rewarded the engineer 
for his discovery. We much fear that the 
boat, after many trials, was laid ap as a use- 
less, hut pretty toy. Its smoke soon went 
out, and its fires were quenched for ever! 
The Spaniards were too catOious to spend 
money on a second one. 

The steam-boat philosophers seem to have 
slept from 1543 till 1736, when Mr. Jonathan 
Hulls, an Englishman of Exeter, took out a 
patent for what he termed "a new invented 
machine for carrying vessels or ships out of, 
or into any harbour, port, or river, against 
wind or tide, or in a calm." This scheme 
ended in no practical good, and very likely 
the iuventer would gladly have sold eM his 
rights to this discovery, to any one who 
might be disposed to give him the money 
which he paid for his patent, but found no 
one willing to do it. 

In 1781, a French nobleman, the Mar- 
quis de Jouffroy, made some fruitless experi- 
ments on the river Saone, at Lyons; but no 



,,tiootjk 



66 LIFE OF HENRY BELL. 

practical steamer repaid his trouble and ex- 
pense. 

In 1783, two Americans, James Ramsey, 
and John Fitch, attempted to accomplish 
what others had failed in, but they did not 
succeed, although warmly patronised by the 
great and good Washington, and other great 
men of that flourishing republic. These 
American engineers got patents from some of 
the States, but never reaped any benefit from 
their labours, which promoted no public good. 
Soon after this failure, Patrick Miller, Esq. 
of Dalswinton, near Dumfries, who had 
served in the British Royal navy, turned his 
attention to steam navigation, and published 
an account of his experiments in 1787. Some 
time afterwards (1788) Mr. Miller caused a 
vessel to be made, consisting of two keels, 
between which he placed a propelling paddle- 
wheel; this vessel was half decked, and could 
carry ten or twelve persons. Mr. Symington 
of Falkirk made a small steam-engine for 
this boat; and in flie autumn of said year, 
Mr. MUler and Mr. Symington made the trial 
experiment with this vessel on Dalswinton 
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loch, when Mrs. Miller; the Rev. Archibald 
Lawson, of Kirkmahoe, and liia lady; Capt. 
Grose, author of the Antiquities ; Robert 
Riddle, Esq. of Glenriddle; Mr. Archibald 
Lawson of Glasgow; and two experienced 
operatives} attended to witness the capacity 
of the little steamer. This attempt was also 
a failure. Mr. Miller, however, with a noble 
enthusiasm, persevered in his plans) got a 
larger engine made at the famoos Carron 
Works, and put it on board a gabbard, when 
experiments were made with it on the Forth 
and Clyde canal, the leugth of four miles, in 
presence of Mr. Miller, Mr. Stainton of Car- 
ron Works, and other gentlemen of mechani- 
cal knowledge. The scheme did not succeed, 
and no other trial was made to conquer the 
difScutties. The earl of Stanhope next en- 
tered the field in 1794, but his Lordship's 
knowledge of mechanical philosophy, al- 
though extensive, was not able to accomplish 
the desired end. 

In 1801-2, Lord Dundas, the governor of 
the Forth and Clyde canal, where so many 
valuable experiments on the steam- propelling 
F 2 
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system have had their birth, caused Mr. 
Symington to cooatruct a vessel called "The 
Charlotte Dundas," for that canal. In 
March, 1802, the capacity of this steam 
boat was put to the test, in the presence of 
Lord Dundas; Mr. Spiers of Elderslie, his 
Lordship's son-in-law, and other intelligent 
persons, when the boat took two loaded sloops 
in tow, called the Euphemia and Actire, 
carrying seventy tons burden eaoh, and 
brought them through the long reach from 
Lock No. 20, to Port Dundas, being 19* 
miles in six hours, with a strong wind against 
them. 

This was the most valuable and trium- 
phant of all the prior attempts to accomplish 
the glorious object; and Mr. Symington com- 
plained of the narrow-minded views of some 
of the proprietors of this great canal, for not 
allowing farther trials to perfect that marine 
system which is spreading so r^idly, and 
performing such wonders on the rolling deep. 
These timid proprietors were afraid that die 
undulation of the water caused by the wheel 
placed at the stern of the steamer, would in- 
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flict injury to the banks of the canal; and 
therefore the "Charlotte Dundas" was laid 
up in a creek of the canal at Bainsford bridge, 
and there remained for many years, exposed 
to public inspection. 

I have thus sketched the varioos attempts 
of Britons and men of other lands, to adapt 
steam to the purposes of uaTlgation, on canal, 
river, and sea,— from the scheme of Don 
Blasco de Garray, the Spaniard, in 1543, to 
that of Lord Dondas, the patriotic and en- 
lightened governor of the Forth and Clyde 
navigation in 1802. These attempts, irhich 
cost a great amomit of money to the noble- 
men, gentlemen, and engineers, who embarked 
in the enterprises, tended to keep the subject 
alive i bat they ended in such a manner, as 
to cause even the strongest minded men 
greatly to doubt of their ever being of any 
national utility. 

This was the opinion of that most enlight- 
ened philosopher, James Watt, Esq., to whom 
Britain and the world owe so much, for his 
admirable discoveries and improvements in 
tlie steam-engine, which, as to every great 
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practical purpose) may be eaid to be the in- 
vention of this iUustrious Scotsman, whom 
Greenock may well be proud to call her son; 
— ^for there he was born, the 17th day of 
January, 1736, and died at Biriuingham 25th 
August, 1815, aged 83, beloved by all for his 
moral qualities, and admired for the gplendoui- 
of his intellectual faculties, which will not 
be forgotten while that master-piece of man's 
power shall display its might in the factory 
and the foundry, and its sublimest purposes 
in the mighty ship, which battles with the 
stormy ocean, and triumphs on the headlong 
billow which rolls in grandeur from the dark 
domain. 

Having in another page of this little work, 
quoted Mr. Canning's splendid eulogy on the 
ateam-ship, which shows the merits of Henry 
Bell, I shall here give the reader an extract 
from the eulogium delivered by Lord Jeflfrey, 
taken from the Encyclopedia Britannica, on 
the genius of Watt: — 

"We have said that Watt was the great 
improver of the steam-engine; but in fact he 
waa, as to all that is admirable in its struc- 
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•was by his iBventions that its action was so 
regulated, as to make it capable of being 
applied to the finest and most delicate manu- 
facture, and its power ao increased, aa to set 
weight and solidity at defiance. By bis 
brilliant contrivances, it has become a thing 
stupendous, alike for its force and its flexi- 
bility, for the prodigious power which it can 
esert, and the ease, and precision, and duc- 
tility with which it can be varied, distributed, 
and applied. The trunk of an elephant that 
can pick up a pin, or rend an oak, is as 
nothing to it. It can engrave a seal, and 
crush masses of obdurate metal like wax be< 
fore it, — draw out, without breaking, a thread 
as fine as a gossamer, and lift a ship of war 
like a batMe in the airl It can embroider 
muslin and foi^e anchors, cut steel into 
ribands, and impel m^hty vessels against 
the fury of the winds and waves. 

"It would be difficult to rate the value of 
this invention to our country. It has armed 
the feeUe arm of man, in short, with a power 
to which no limits can be assigned, completed 
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the dominion of mind, and the most refrac- 
tory qualities of matter, and laid a sure 
fouudatioii for all those future miracles of 
mechanical power, vhich are to aid and re- 
ward the labours of after generations. The 
bleedng is not only universal, but unbounded; 
and the fabled inrenters of the plough and 
the loom, who are deified by the erring saper- 
stition — perhaps gratitude of their rude con- 
temporaries, conferred less important benefits 
on mankind, than James Watt, the inventer 
of oar present steam-engine." 

Mr. Henry Bell had not the great mental 
qualities of Mr, Watt. His school education 
was very defective, as noticed in a former 
part of this work, while the illustrious im- 
prover and inventer of the steam-engine had 
those facilities at school and college, which 
his own ardent and undeviating love of scien- 
tific study turned to the most gigantic pur- 
poses of good for the human family. Unite 
the labours of Watt and Bell, and what two 
Britons have done more to aid the commer- 
cial greataese, and the mechanical glory of 
our country? 
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The starting of Bell's Comet on the Clyde 
in 1811-12, forma an illustrioua era in our 
history, — and none but that Being, from 
whom all knowledge primarily comes, can 
foresee the extent of the benefits which the 
philosopher of Birmingham, and the mechanic 
of Helensburgh, have, by the crowning mer- 
cies of the Parent of all worlds, conferred 
on their nation, and on their speciea. These 
we shall enter into more in the concluding 
reflections. 

It has been formerly stated that Mr. Bell 
aided the late Mr. Fulton of America with 
the plans and drawings of the steam-boat, and 
from which the American engineer would 
undoubtedly avail himself. In building the 
first steamer which graced the Hudson river, 
and from which brother Jonathan dates the 
birth of his steam-navigation. 

The following letter from Mr. Bell to Mr. 
John M'Neill, civil engineer, is interesting 
and conclusive : — 
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" Helembdbsh, lit HoTcb, 182^. 

"Sir, 

"I this morning was favoured with your 
letter, and reply to your inquiry respect- 
ing the late Robert Fulton, the American 
engineer. Hisfathervas a native of Ayrshire; 
but of what town, or district there, I cannot 
say. He went to America, where his son, 
Robert, was bom, who was well educated, 
and showed an early inc%ation for engineer- 
ing. He came at different times to this 
country, and stopped with me for some time. 
He published soon afterwards a Treatise on 
Canal Declining Railways. I have this book 
on hand, but you may obtain it by applying 
to Mr, Taylor, bookseller, London, price 21a. 

"Mr. Fulton published this work in England, 
in 1804; and on his way to France, called on 
me; and also when he returned. He waa 
employed by the American government to 
come to England, to take drawings of our 
cotton and other machinery, which quickened 
his desires after all the engineering branches; 
these he took up very quickly. He waa also 
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a good painter, and excelled in miniature- 
likenesses. When I wrote to the American 
government on the great importance of steam- 
navigation, and its admirable adaptation to 
those noble rivers, they appointed Mr. Fnlton 
to correspond with me. From this matter-of- 
fact statement, you see the Americans got 
their first insight of this system from your 
humble servant, 

(Signed,) " Henry Bell." 

The above letter throws the tme light on 
the history of the Bobert I'ulton steam-boat, 
the engines of which were bailt, at Mr. Bell's 
suggestion, by Messrs. Bolton and Watt of 
Birmingham, — the most renowned engineers 
in the world.. 

Mr. Miller, son of the ingenious Miller of 
Datswinton, of steam-boat celebrity, made a 
keen attack on Mr. Bell, in the Edinburgh 
Courant, of 3d Sept. 1827. That gentieman 
did himself no credit by this aUack on the 
planner of the Comet, and showed he under- 
stood very litfle of the history of the system. 
Mr. Miller should have proved that Mr. Bell 
G 
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did not bnild the firat practical steamer. But 
who will attempt this task? All the reading 
world knows that the Comet was the pioneer 
to the Ern'opean steamers; and Mr. Bdl's 
friends and defendei^ stand upon a rock, 
against which, all the assaults of his oppo- 
nents are as fruitless as would be the attempt 
to overthrow Dumbarton Castle with snow- 
balls! 

I would speak respectfully of Mr. Miller, 
whom I believe to be a gentieman of worth, 
and for his father's sake, abstain from sever- 
ity, — that father, who, like Bell, expended 
so much money for so noble an object, in 
steam-boat experiments, but did not succeed 
in the practical steamer. 

Bell's success was decisive, and the Clyde 
is yet adorned with the noMest of those vessels, 
wliich will send his fame into every land. 
Bat we shall let Mr. Bell speak for himself; 
and the reader will see how completely he 
cuts up Miller in the following graphic letter, 
published also in the Edinburgh Evening 
Courant, in reply to the unworthy attack 
made upon him. 
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" Bathh, Hiunbbuboh, Sept. 1637. 

"Sir, 

" I WAS aiDiiaed, but cannot say, instructed, 
by the perasal of an article in yom* jommal 
of tbe 3d instant, beaded ' Steam Naviga- 
tion,' by Mr. Miller, in which I am intro- 
duced, in consequence of ' the continued and 
unwarrantable pretensions' made by me, in 
claiming tbe ' adaptation of steam to naviga- 
tion.' i have no desire to shun investigation, 
but have uniformly invited inquiry, and were 
it not for my advanced age, and from the 
inconvenience arising from lameness, caused 
by prosecuting and turning to practical uses 
this great system, I should have had my 
claims, so far as they go, decided long ere 
now, and thus have put a stop to farther un- 
necessary statements, either from Mr. Miller, 
or any of bis coadjutors. I trust, in what I 
conceive to be my duty at this time to state, 
in reply to his article, I shall have no occa- 
sion to lose my temper, even though it is 
tempted to be excited by Mr. Miller, and in 
a way too, which strongly resembles malice. 
Mr, Miller states that it is in justice to the 
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memory of his father, that he intrades him- 
self again npon pnblic notice. I am glad to 
think he thus venerates the memory of his 
worthy father; bnt he ought surely to take 
care that he does not render to another in- 
justice, while thus annoos for the < inventive 
genins' of bis much respected parent, who, I 
am certain, would not thus have come forward 
to attempt to Might the rewards of ingenuity, 
enterprise, and industry, and whose state- 
ments, at all events, would have been charac- 
terised by gentlemanly feeling, candour, and 
honesty; none of which have I seen in bis 
son's letter — and shall now give proof. Mr. 
Miller evidently appears to be in great 
ignorance respecting his father's improve- 
ments in steam navigation, and in fact 
does not do his father the justice he at- 
tempts; for what unprejudiced reader of his 
article can draw from it any conclusion, but 
that his father seems to be indebted more to 
Mr. Symington, whom he employed, than to 
any decided invention of his ownj for after 
Mr, Symington had constructed, under his 
superintendence, the machinery on board a 
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pleasure-boat, and then, on a more extended 
plan, tried it on the Forth and Clyde Canal, 
he does not blame the machinery got under 
the personal instrnction of Symington, at 
Carron, but the construction of the vessel! 
Though pleading the practicalnlity of his 
scheme, — what does he do ? Does he attempt 
the same again with a firmer built boat ? Does 
he show any desire to benefit his country by 
a third and successful attempt ? Does he suc- 
ceed in completing his maritime scheme, and 
in sending his vessels over the mightiest rivers 
and the stormiest seas? No : the apparatus 
is unshipped, and laid up in the store-house 
of the Carron Company ! And thus Mr. MU- 
ler admits that his father's experiment stopped. 
Symington evidently appears, (even from Mr. 
Miller's showing,') iu a much more favourable 
light than Mr. Miller of Dalswinton; for we 
are told what all know to be true, that he 
Tfas employed by the late Lord Dundas, the 
governor of the Forth and Clyde Canal Com- 
pany, to direct a series of experiments, which 
his Lordship was then setting on foot, fur 
towing vessels along the canal, ou the late 
g2 
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Mr. Miller's plan. Strange that his lord- 
ahip sliould overlook the inventer in these 
attempts, and engage a person that was em- 
ployed by Mr, Miller. We may well aur- 
mise here, that a person of Lord Dundas' ex- 
perience knew the best man to fix on to 
accomplish an object which he so strongly 
desired. He overlooked Mr. Miller for Mr. 
Symington ; and doubtless he acted right in 
this matter. Yet what was the Enal result? 
That the combined skill and ingenuity of 
Messrs. Miller & Symington failed of their 
darling object. Why does not Mr. Miller 
state in his attack upon me — ^pointless as it 
is — that this lastesperiment cost the Forthand 
Clyde Canal Company, upwards of £6000 P 
when, after all this expense, that respectable 
Company claimed no success for their expe- 
riments! The ' Charlotte Dundas' was laid 
aside as one of the lions of the great canal, 
and is still used as a dredge-boat. 

" To deny that I was not to be benefited in 
the completion of my scheme by Mr. Miller, 
Mr. Symington, and others, and they by me, 
would sliow a want of candour which, I trust, 
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has never yet characterised any of my pro- 
ceedings. I have innumerable 'witnesaes to 
show that honour has been awarded me, by 
my countrymen, for having contribnted to 
their pleasure, and the commercial glory of 
Great Britain, and her boundless doninioua, 
in every part of the vorid, through steam- 
power. 

" It is a pitiful disfday of weakness and 
malice in Mr. Miller, to chuckle over a let- 
ter of mine, in which he finds bad spelling, 
and incorrect grammar, thinking by this, to 
produce contempt, and want of confidence in 
my rightful claims. This will recoil on him- 
self; and the just and generous of all names 
and grades of society will feel indignant at 
such low shifts to injure me. I could quote 
many instances of engineers, and others, who, 
like myself, had a scan^ education previously 
to their advancement in the world, which they 
felt, and lamented in after life; but still this 
. deficiency prevented neither them nor myself 
from accomplishing for our country's good, 
that which many a good penman, and finished 
grammwian, could never have achieved; and 
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I trust that Miller, who, I understand, ia an 
officer ill hia Majesty's service, may wield his 
sword as successfully in his country's cause, 
as I have done by my talents, in completing 
my scheme, and bringing that into operation, 
which will be of more laatii^ honour to my 
country, and benefit to my species, than the 
achlerement of many victories, and the gain- 
ing of naval and military honours and 
favours. — I am, Sir, Yours respectfully, 

(Signed) •• Henry Bell." 

Tlie foregoing letter, from the founder of 
steam-navigation, makes terrible havoc of 
Mr. Miller's puny statements, and I think 
that gentleman must have felt something like 
regret that he meddled with a subject, of 
vrhicfa, as Mr. Bell justly remarks, "he knew 
little." He may be a good officer in the 
king's service, but steam-boats are thu^s 
which he had better let alone; and to assail 
the title of Mr. Bell to the abore de8^;uation, 
is a vain work for him, or any other man. 
Our own government has settled this matter 
in Bell's favour, — although scanty was their 
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pittance for it ; and in Scotland, it ia veil 
known that Bell's Comet of 1811 was the 
first steamer of any use to mankind, and that 
from it all others spnmg. It is worthy of re- 
mark here too, that the radical improvements 
on Bell's plan, are as to the propelling power 
of the engine, — with the paddles working like 
those of the " Comet." In shape, size, and 
constmction of the vessel since 1811, there 
are imdoubtedly many great improvements ; 
and om: admirable engineers of the Clyde 
have wisely availed themselves of every hint, 
to carry out the first design to the utmost 
perfection. The above facte are acknow- 
ledged by the best engineers of our country, — 
with the Brunels and Napiers at the head. 
■ The improvements consist in the encrease of 
strength in the endues. Bell's was only six 
horse-power — we have them now from that 
to a thonsand-horse-power ; and there is no 
saying to what strength and size these noble 
sea-rovers may arrive. The Chinese, and 
the " men of Tyre and Sidon," Acre, and 
Beyrout, will never forget their dreadful 
power to destroy forts, and laycities in ashes ; 
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but we firmly trust a nobler work ia theirs — 
to diffuse civilisation, troth, and peace, in- 
dustrj, commerce, and prosperity, through 
the nations. This is Heaven's design in kind- 
ling the genius of man to invent them — and 
let not man madly fight against his gracious 
Creator, to turn ablessing into acorse. Themere 
worldly politician may dwell with pleasure on 
the power of the steam-ship to crush foreign 
nations; and because England is emphatically 
a band of scientific engineers, dream of uni- 
versal conquest to hia country, throi^h that 
steam-power which blew ap the Syrian fort, 
and produced such terror, wonder, and dis- 
may through the self-styled, but now unde- 
ceived, celestial empire of China ; but the 
Christian philosopher, and the patriotic sena- 
tor, will contemplate this " new and mighty 
power," as an instrument of good to man- 
kind, and as throwing a tiighway over the 
seas, into every land, in all seasons, and 
against all opposing force of wind and tides. 
In this spirit I wish my little work to be 
composed, and snch a spirit would best accord 
with the oft expressed sentiments of the 
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late Mr. Henry Bell, who saiii that hissteam- 
boats woQld unite aU nations in peace. A 
pretty long article appeared in the Greenock 
Intelligencer, of 20th Angust, 1834, whicliia 
said to be copied from the Ayrshire Reformer, 
of April 1833. The writer of said article 
attempts to prore — but miserably fails, that 
the late Mr. James Taylor, of Cumnock, 
yho was formerly a tutor in the family of 
Patrick Miller, Esq. of Dalswinton, was the 
inventer of the steam-boat, because that gen- 
tleman assisted Mr. Miller in his steam-boat 
experiments on Dalswinton lake. I have seen 
the shell of that little boat, in 1829, on the 
waters below Dalswinton house, and felt re- 
spect for Mr. Miller, and for all who aided 
him in his noUe pursuits, amongst whom, I 
believe, Mr. Taylor stands conspicuous. But 
we would ag^ impress upon the friends of 
truth, that every experiment was a complete 
failure ; and when Mr. Taylor tried to urge 
Mr. Miller to make another attempt in the 
steaming line, that gentieman declined the 
request, from a conviction of inability to 
bring forth a vessel which could venture on 
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the sea, and the river, and answer all the par- 
poses of our mercantile ships, which link the 
nations in one. Bell did this before an; 
other man in Europe perhaps conceiTed it 
possible. We are certain that the British 
Admiralty did not believe in the system in 
1803 or 1806. Do not these facts tell on 
the merits of the engineer of Helensburgh ? 

It might be proper now to give a short out- 
line of the movement which Glasgow made, 
in 1828 — 29, seeing that the government un- 
accountably neglected to reward him. We 
have mentioned already, that a series of let- 
ters, signed "E. M.," and published in the 
Gla^ow papers, were well received by the 
public, and these letters were copied, with 
friendly comments, into many of the first 
journals of England and Scotland. The edi- 
tors, with few exceptions, were Bell's warm 
friends, and had his thanks for their services. 
The River-Clyde Trustees, who, for some 
years, had allowed Mr. Bell £50 per annum, 
now added other £50, which, with about 
£500 of subscriptions, which were raised in 
the city, with individual contributions from 
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neighbouring places, showed, that near home. 
Ids claims were felt as they aught to be. It 
was hoped that Liverpool would have done 
nearly as much as Glasgow, but the corpora- 
tion of that great sea-port would not move 
in the matter. They said, through their town 
clerk, that there was no precedent for snch a 
case ; but a glorious occasion was then pre- 
sented to create a precedent, io the noble 
steam-boats which were plying up and down 
their rivers, and tugging out their princely 
merchant-ships into the deep broad waters 
of that hitherto unconquered ocean, on whose 
heaving bosom they were able to pursue their 
voyage to distant lands. The corporation 
gave £20 as a donation, to aid the subscrip- 
tion, and here the application ended, Wil- 
liam Fawcett, Esq. civil engineer, of Liver- 
pool, gave the same sum out of his own 
pocket, and otherwise interested himself in 
behalf of Mr. Bell, as did Messrs. Gladstone, 
Currie, Alston, Egerton Smith, and other 
gentlemen by subscriptions, and their per- 
sonal recommendation of the patriotic object, 
amongst their friends. Manchester did nearly 

H 
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the same as Liverpool. It was intended to 
Tiut the former town at some fatnre period, 
bat the illness and death of Mr. Bell put an 
end to that idea. At the snggestion of sere- 
ral gentlemen, vho have read and strongly 
approve of them, «e are induced to siH-idge 
two articles which were written respectiTely 
to the nobility, gentry, merchants, engineers, 
&c. of Manchester and London, in 1829, and 
pablJshed in the journals of those great towns, 
the emporium of commerce, and the seat of 
Royalty. 

" Downio StBHT, hetnxm, June, 1839. 

" MY Lords and Gentlemen, 
" It would be a waste of words, and amis- 
application of time, to dwell upon arguments 
and illiistrations to show the vast importance 
of steam -navigation to all the interests of 
Great Britain, and the world. Its advanta- 
ges are self-evident on every navigable river, 
in every sea-port, in every channel, where 
onr merchandise arrives and departs, and 
where our merchants no longer need to wait 
for favourable winds and friendly tides, but 
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are waiited against both, vith more speed and 
safety than the best mail-coach could ever 
accomplish. Without pretending to the spi- 
rit of prophecy, we may adopt the words of 
an eloquent writer, who justly observes, that 
'no man can yet anticipate the extent of 
comfort, wealth, and power, which may accrue 
from this discovery to our nation, and to the 
world at large.' We know that several va- 
luable experiments, by different engineers, 
were made prior to Mr, Bell's, bnt they were 
only ingenious attempts, — they ended in no 
practical good, Henry Bell gave as the first 
sea steam-boat in 1811, the ' Comet.' It has 
been justly observed by a philosophic writer, 
that to the world the value of an invention 
lyes entirely in its practice use. Apply this 
remark to Bell's case, and how conclnsive 
does it ^pear 1 The Almighty has in various 
ages, and in all nations, raised up great and 
ingenioos men, as the common benefactors of 
their species ; hence we read of the worthies 
of Israel — of the sages of E^ypt — of the 
moralists and philosophers of Greece and 
Rome ; hence we read of the mighty of onr own 
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land— our glorious island home t irhose names 
are encircled with a radiance which will never 
fade. And, my lords and gentlemen, may I 
not say that the poet and historian who shall 
relate the deeds of a Newton, a Locke, a 
Franklin, a Priestley, s Playfair, and a 
Watt, will not forget Henry Bell, whose 
ardent genius ' many waters could not 
quench.' The Lord Provost of Glasgow; 
James Ewing, Esq.; Dr. Cldand; William M'~ 
Gavin, Esq. and other influential gentlemen 
of that city, having commenced a subscrip- 
tion for Mr. Bell, and given their names, with 
other gentlemen of public celebrity, in a do- 
cument which will be afExed to this article, 
it is hoped, that Manchester and London will 
do something for the introducer of the steam- 
boat into Britain.'' 

The following short note from him to the 
author, will be in place here, and tend to en- 
lighten my countrymen: — 



h December, 1838. 

" Dear Friend, 
" Having been much disappointed, by the 
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British government neglectiDg my claims so 
long, I consent to a snbscription, aa proposed 
by my friends tn Gla^ow, and thank you for 
yoar determination to carry my memorial 
into execation. I highly approve of all the 
preliminary steps yoa have taken, in con- 
junction with, and the kind aid of, the honour- 
able Alexander Garden, Jjord Provost of Glas- 
gow, James Ewing, Esq.; Dr. Cleland, Wil- 
liam M'Gavin, Esq. and other distinguished 
persons, — and do hereby anthorise you, in my 
name, to raise subscriptions agreeably there- 
to, in Gla^ow, Edinburgh, Liverpool, Lon- 
don, Bristol, Dublin, Belfast, and other places, 
where yon may think there is a chance of 
success. I hope that the conveners and 
sherifi^ of the counties will exert themselves 
in my behalf, as they are all interested in the 
encreasing importance of steam navigation. 
"lam, 
" To Mf. E. Motrii.) " Yours sincerely, 
GiAigow. I " Henry Bell." 

The following note will show die reader 
how strong were the claims of my triend, as 
H 2 
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the names it embraces are amongst the most 
illnstrious'ia our nation, for science, learn- 
ing, experience, wealth, and moral worth. 
These gentlemen, in addition to their own 
private subscriptions, were ever ready to ten- 
der their advice to Mr. Bell's friend in his 
exertions, in the different places in Scotland, 
England, and Ireland, which he visited: — 

"Gluoow, Stb March, 1839. 
" We, the'tindersigned, feeling solicitous for 
the success of the subscription in behalf of 
Mr, Henry Bell, the practical introducer of 
ateam-navigation into Great Britain, do 
hereby respectfully recommend Mr. Edward 
Morris, who is appointed to carry into effect 
Mr. Bell's printed memorial, (written by Mr. 
James Ewing, of Glasgow), to the noblemen, 
gentlemen, or any public bodies to whom he 
may apply for sabscriptions ; and also to the 
leading magistrates, and other influential per- 
sons, of the different towns, where it may be 
thought advisable to make an appeal, to pro- 
mote this patriotic object. Signed by the 
honourable Alexander Gwden, Lord Provost 
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of Glasgow } James Ewjng, Eaq. chairman of 
the Chamber of Commerce ; James Cleland, 
Esq. LL-Di William M'Gavin, Esq., Banker; 
Archibald Campbell, Esq. of Blythswood, 
M.P.forGla8gow; RobertDowiiie,EBq.of Ap- 
pin, M. P. for StirUng; Sir M. S. Stewart, 
Bart., M. P. for Lanarkshire; Joseph Hume, 
Esq. M. P.; Sir John Sinclair, Bart.; Sir Hugh 
Innes, Bart, M. P.; Sir Henry Pamell, Bart., 
M. P.J Writer F. Campbell, Esq. M. P.; 
Thomas Telford, Esq.; Sir Isambard Bmnel; 
Thomas Rhodes, Esq. Civil Engineer, Lon- 
don ; Egerton Smith, Esq.; John Smith, Esq., 
editors and proprietors of the Liverpool Mer- 
cury i John Gladstone, Esq., of Seaforth 
House, near Liverpool; John Thomas Alston, 
Esq. Liverpool ; William Fawcett, Esq. Civil 
Engineer, Liverpool. Thus, my lords and 
gentlemen, I have now briefly, and frankly, 
laid before you, the strong claims of Mr. 
Bell. I respectfully solicit yonr support for 
him, fuid remain, with all regard, Yonrs, 
" Edward Morris." 
Before proceeding to raise private sab- 
Bcriptions in London, another attempt was 
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made to see if the government would yet do 
any thing. The Duke of Wellington, Sir 
Robert Peel, and Mr. Herries, the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, were written to, and 
also several members of parliament. Mr, 
Campbell, Mr. Downie, Mr. Hume, and Sir 
Hugh Innes, zealously applied themselves, 
and advised the writer of these memoirs to 
wait and see if govermnent would move in 
the matter. It was at that period when the 
Catholic question was under discussion, and 
men's minds were intensely taken up with it. 
Two or three days after that righteous mea- 
sure was carried triumphantly through both 
Houses, Mr. Bell's friend called again at Mr, 
Herries' office, and the reply was — short, stem, 
and comfortless — "Nothing can be dtmefor Mr. 
Bell." Nothing < This was trying enough, 
after waiting patiently several weeks, and 
hoping the best from their saying, " Wait." 
What was now to be done ? The late Mr. 
Canning, (who had he been then alive, would, 
it is believed, have given something worthy of 
Bell's claims) had written an order in the 
treasury, 1827, to pay to Mr. Henry Bell, on 
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his oidwr,twokundred pounds. Mr.HmDeirrote 
to Mr. Ewing of Glasgow, the able friend of 
Bell, informing him of this donation of Mr. 
Canning's. Mr. Bell'a leading friends in this 
city thought it best to delay lifting the 
money, and to make another effort to induce 
Mr. Canning to use his powerful inBuence 
as Premier, to make this an annual sum for 
Bell's life. With this, he and his friends 
woold have been satisfied j and what would 
have been such an insignificant sum to a 
mighty nation like onrs — ^the mightiest that 
ever yet existed in the world — to reward the 
national services of him who conquered wind 
and tide ? Mr. Canning, soon after he wrote 
the above, sickened and died: his eloquent 
tongue, and brilliant pen, were no more to 
be heard and felt, but his enlightened views 
were soon to triumph, and others would catch 
his mantle, and glow with his fire. We need 
men like him now. Mr. Bell's friend went 
to the treaanry, saw a very excellent gentie- 
man there, Mr. Cotton, and told him that 
he called for the purpose of getting the £200 
ordered by the late Mr. Canning, to the 
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father of steam-navigation. After some re- 
marks and natural qnestions, Mr, Cottoa 
went into an apartment, and aearcbing among 
a large pile of papers, found a small slip of 
paper, in Mr. Canning's own handwriting, and 
holding it up, said, " Sir, it is fortunate for 
your friend, Mr. Bell, that I have fomid this 
bit of paper, for if I had JKrf found it, we 
could not have paid the money." The next 
morning a £200 bank of England note was 
received from the treasury, which in an hour 
afterwards, enclosed in a letter, franked by 
a M. P. (the penny postage was not then in 
being) was on its way to Helensburgh; and 
this was all that Mr. Bell ever received from 
his government, for services of more value 
than many Waterloos. After this last ap- 
peal to government was terminated, the lead- 
ing engineers of London were waited on. 
Brunei, Telford, and Rhodes, took a gener- 
ous interest, and to these gentlemen the 
author of these pages was much indebted for 
their wise counsels, at a time when he had 
much to discourage him in the arduous un- 
dertaking. Some of these untoward things 



it may not be out of place to mention here. 
A still lingering prejudice existed against thia 
system of navigation. Men of the old school, 
both of the royal navy, and commercial 
fleets, had yet a strong notion that Bt«am- 
navigation was a national bore ! One great 
merchant, in a great seaport which shall be 
nameless, from the respect I bear towards it, 
it being only fifty-four miles from my own 
nativetown,onUiebankaof Severn,said, "Sir, 
you are contending for too mnch for Mr. 
Bell; the stesm-boat was long conceived 
before the ' Comet' appeared ; it was only 
placing one of Mr. Watt's engines on board 
a vessel, properly modeled, and the thing 
was done ; it was a steam-boat. It required 
no great genius to do this. Mr. Bell,no doubt, 
was a clever man, but his friends were con- 
tending for too much." I reminded this great 
sliip merchant of the story of Colmnbus and 
tiie egg, and the Spanish Dons. "Oh! it 
was a simple thing to make the egg stand on 
its end, on the table." "Doit then," said 
Colnmbns, " do it, my Lords." But not one 
conldftiUColombusshowedthemhow. Henry 
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Bell was the British Columbua; he showed 
howsteamcouldconquer thesea- "Yes," said 
the ingenious Brunei, " Bell did what we 
engineers all failed in — he gave ua the sea- 
steamer; his scheming was Britain'ssteaming." 
This is a just view, from a great man. When 
I told Henry Bell of these remarks of Sir 
Isambard Brunei, his countenance bright- 
ened np with his own good -humoured smile, 
and he said he was proud of that wise man's 
testimony. Mr. Telford united with Brunei 
in this opinion; and the reader will see 
these two sons of genius coupled together in 
the note concladiog the address to the London 
nobility and gentry. The merchant alluded 
to, however, saw his error. The egg story 
touched him, and the laughter of his friends 
around compelled him to do the same, 
although at his own expense; and he said, 
" The Corporation, Sir, have voted £20 for 
Mr. Bell." If the gentleman should cast his 
eyes over these pages, I think he will say, 
" This account is a true one, and is worth re- 
cording." Another hnmorons scene occurred 
in the mightiest city of the world, in B 
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Square. The honouraUe and Reverend Mr. 
ThiakUttle said, " No, Sir, I will give you 
no subacription to Mr, Bell, for inventing 
the steam-boat ; but I will give two guineas, 
if you can succeed in destroying it I look 
npon steam -navigatioa as the greatest curse 
ever inflicted upon England. Of course I can- 
not BUi^ort this subscription, to reward the 
individual who was the prime mover in this 
evil, which has turned the people's heads. It 
draws them from home — it is such a tempta- 
tion to travel, that they are always flying to 
these boats." Now mark, gentle reader < the 
above is no romance ; they are the words, or 
nearly so; they are the very sentiments of a 
beneficed Clergyman of the Church of Eng- 
land — of a classic scholar — a logician — a 
man who had dipped in Greek and Roman 
lore, and perhaps won prizes at those foun- 
tains of instruction, Oxford, Cambridge, or 
Eton; or perhaps at the more rational seats 
of learning, Edinburgh and Glasgow. These 
sentiments he uttered to the author of this 
work, in 1829. When he had spun out his 
yam, rotten indeed, every thread of it, I re- 
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plied, " Sir, are you jokiiig with me, or are 
yoaserious?" — "Oh', certainly aeriouB, I mean 
what my words imply." " Then, Sir, you and 
I differ, as far as the poles are asuniler. Can 
you prove that system a corse which has 
made a highway over the ocean, as safe in 
winter as in summer ; which wafts you plea- 
santly over the opposing tide ; cuts through 
the billows, or rides them with as much ease 
as you can your beautiful hunter, and will 
take you to every land where man is to be 
found, or knowledge gleaned? Is that sys- 
tem a curse, which, as the instrument of in- 
finite wisdom, and boundless goodness, is de- 
stined to unite all nations; to aSbrd perpetual 
and universal facilities to the Christian mis- 
sionary i to the scientific phUosopher — to the 
enlightened agriculturist — to the lover of na- 
tore and man — to every one who wishes to 
do good, and receive good ; which affords to 
the mercantile and manufacturing interests of 
our great nation, means of transit over the 
ocean, to an extent hitherto unknown to 
man ?" 

Here the dialogue ended. The gentleman 
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made no reply, but said he would not support 
the subscription. I have no doubt that by 
this time he has changed his tone, and that 
the beneficial triumplis of steam-navigation in 
every land, has taught him how erroneous 
was his former judgment. He has read of the 
wonders of the steam-ship over the swelling 
ocean to America, to India, and to China, 
and in the last mentioned country opening 
up an intercourse with 300 millions of ingeni- 
ous and industrious human beings, who have 
been isolated for thousands of years from the 
rest of mankind. 

This is a golden opportanity for England 
opening an honest and lucrative traffic, at the 
same time excluding that cursed trade in 
poison, which is any thing but creditable to 
our country, in reference to China. It is 
to be hoped that temperance-societies, and 
other reforming institutions, will vigorously 
move against this accursed system. 

The London Times has been honourably 
conttpicuons in denouncing this drug; and its 
tliunder has been well directed in this affair, 
wiiich has caused the honour of our land to be 
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evil ^ken of. Thinking Christian men will 
see the propriety of these remarks. 

I shall mention another case of a great 
political and literary character, vhom I visited, 
and who received me kindly. 

Being an active M. P. he and his secretary 
were busy writing. He laid down his pen, 
and said, "Ohl you have called about Mr. 
Henry Bell, who is a deserving and ingenious 
man, I have no doubt; but, Sir, I do not ap- 
prove of steam -navigation; the steam-boat 
has injured Ireland much. Dublin is suffer- 
ing greatly through it; therefore you see I 
cannot consistently subscribe to Mr. Bell's 
fund, althoogh I wish yon success." 

I expressed my astonishment, that a man 
of his education and experience, should enter- 
tain such absurd opinions concerning the 
steam-boat, which would ultimately benefit 
Ireland most essentially, as it links that beauti- 
ful island with England and Scotland, by a 
few hours' sailing. My argument was strength- 
ened by Uie consideration, that a better sys- 
tem was now dawning on that long suffering 
isle, which wonld henceforth be put upon an 
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equality with the sister connbies — aa it well 
deserred. 

Reader! that man waa Daniel O'Connell, 
Esq., M. P.! I doubt not should he cast his 
eyes over these pages, he will say that he has 
changed his opinions since that period; Ireland 
is not cursed, but blessed by the steam-boats. 
I got tiro franks for my letters, and then 
wished him good morning, and with a hearty 
shake of the hand, departed. 

Having now given a few cases expressive 
of the prejudices of even learned men against 
this system, which it is hoped will enliven 
the work, I shall now turn to the bright side, 
and give a few testimonies from men of 
science intelligence, and moral worth, which 
will afford the reader a good opportunity of 
estimating the value of Bell's services. 

Among the letters of introduction to gen- 
tlemen in London, I had one to the late 
Archibald Campbell, Esq., M. P., irom Dr. 
Cleland. That gentleman was very attentive 
to me, and did all he could to forward my 
mission in London. 

Mr. Bell also wrote a letter to his old friend 
I 2 
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Thomas Telford, Esq., the celebrated engineer 
of Menai bridge, whose excellent moral quali- 
ties corresponded with the genius of his mind. 
This excellent man Eubscribed five guineas, 
and gave me a letter of introduction to the 
London Mechanics' Society, of which he was 
president, and who raised tor Bell £11, chiefly 
from the young men who met weekly in their 
lastitution, to hear lectures, and discuss the 
subjects connected with the mechanical arts. 
To those young men I still entertain feelings 
of esteem for their kind attention to a 
stranger in London, 

Passing along Blackfriars Street, my eye 
was arrested by a brass plate, with " I. Brunei, 
Civil Engineer." I rang the bell, but was 
told that the gentleman had just gone out. 
I wrote a note, saying I would call the next 
morning at half past nine. I kept my time, 
and the moment I sent in my card, Mr. Brunei 
came to the door and welcomed me in, with 
a warm shake of the hand. I expluned to 
him my errand to London. He looked over 
my subscription list, containing all the Glas- 
gow and other names from the conunence- 
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ment. He then said, '<It should not have 
come to this, — the British govenunent should 
have given Mr. Bell £1000 per annum, twenty 
years ago; and what though he should scheme 
it all away, it would be for our good. He 
worked nobly for his country; he accom- 
plished what others had failed in. The 
government, I repeat, have missed a good 
opportunity by neglecting Bell; but better 
the subscription than nothing," and then put 
down his name for a handsome sum, and 
wished me not to be discouraged, but perse- 
vere. "Yon have a good cause in hand," 
His son, Mr. Charles Brunei, then came in, 
to whom the father kindly introduced me, 
and said, " My dear Charles, this is a friend 
of Henry Bell, of whom you have often 
heard me speak, — the planner of the first 
practical steamer. The son responded to the 
sentiments of the father, and said, "I am 
glad to see him, we must aid him in fais ob- 
ject." 

After this interview with Sir Isambard 
Brunei, I went to the Admiralty, having the 
day before written a letter to Lord Melville. 
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I had an interriew Trith the honourable Cap* 
tain Dundas, private secretary to Lord Mel- 
ville. He was very attentive and polite. 
I mentioned that the lat« great Admiral Lord 
Nelson, and Lord Melville, were the only 
two members of the Admiralty who encour- 
aged Mr. Bell, when he brought his models 
before that illustrions board in 1803, — aud 
that had the other noblemen and gentlemen, 
who formed that marine board, seen with the 
same faith, Mr. Bell's scheme would have 
been adopted, and he would at once have put 
Bteamers on the Clyde, and other rivers, and 
sent them over the seas, and through the 
channels, instantaneously, aided as he would 
have been (and as Fulton was, in 1807, by 
America) by parliament, to carry into full 
operation that mighty power, to which no 
human limits can be set. These statements, 
Mr, Dundas said, were correct, and he gave 
me £10 for Mr. Bell, as Viscount Melville's 
subscription, and as a testimony to Bell's 
just claims upon the British government as 
the father of steam-navigation. 

From the editor and proprietor of the Sun 
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newspaper, I received great 8tq)port This 
genQeman, Mardo Yonog, Esq., had often 
stated Mr. Bell's merits; and, when I waited 
upon him with my address to the London 
nobUity, &c., he at once gave it a place in 
his first puhlicatioD, and ordered the foreman 
to give me twelve slips for the other journals. 
The Courier, Times, Morning Chronicle, 
Advertiser, Atlas, and others, inserted the 
addresses. Indeed, the Press was very friendly, 
with one or two exceptions, and these not 
worth stating; becanse, if one channel was 
denied, two or three others of more power 
could be had in their place. 

Of all the provincial papers, the Lirerpool 
Mercury, took the most zealoos lead. Eger- 
ton Smith, 'Esq., (now in another world) 
editor of said journal, displayed great anxiety; 
and his partner, Mr. John Smith, was equally 
friendly. 

The following resolutions were drawn up 
in the Mercury Office, in connection with a 
meeting held at Liverpool, 1829, to promote 
Mr. Bell's subscription, of which John Glad- 
stone, Esq. of Fasque, was chairman. Moved 
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by J. T. Alston, Esq., and seconded by E^er- 
ton Smith, Esq. — 

1. "That it is the opinion of this meetiDg, 
that Mr. Bell is justly entiUed to the grati- 
tude of hia felloTT countrymen, by the inralu- 
able services he has rendered not only to Great 
Britain, but to the civilised world, by the 
practical introduction of navigation by steam 
in the intercourse of nations, — his claim to 
vrhich is amply borne out by the 5th Report 
of the Select Committee of the House of 
Commons, on Steam Boats; and by other un- 
impeachable documents." 

Moved by Mr. William Wallace Currie; 
seconded by Mr. John Smith of the Liver- 
pool Mercury, — 

2. " That while the empire at large is reap- 
ing immense benefitfrom this system of navi- 
gation, there is probably no town in the king- 
dom whose interest is more essentially pro- 
moted by it, than the great sea-port of Liver- 
pool; and diis meeting therefore confidently 
call upon their fellow-townsmen, as well as 
the inhabitants of oUier sea-ports and manu- 
facturing towns, for tlieir support and zealous 
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co-operation, in forvarding the object for 
which the meeting is this day assembled. 
(Signed,) "John Gladstone, Chairman." 

The chairman then recommended the gen- 
tlemen present to give every assistance and 
support to Morris, Mr. Bell's friend, and 
spoke of the strong claims of Bell on the 
owners of steam-boats, on engineers fumish- 
ing the necessary appwatus, and on Merchants 
and other indiTidnals. 

Had Mr. Miller's son of Dalswinton seen 
the above resolntiona, with many others of a 
similar import, when he made the keen attack 
upon Bell in the Edinborgh Conrant? 

Mr. Gladstone's testimony is of great 
weight, — his rank, his wealth, his intelligence, 
and great experience as a merchant; in fine, 
his extensive reading on all sabjects, well 
qualify him to give a weighty testimony to 
the value of the services of that individual, 
whose labours I am now unfolding to my 
countrymen. Then Messrs. Egerton, John 
Smith, Mr. J. T. Alston, and Mr. W. W. 
Cnrrie, son of the biographer of Burns. 
These are classic scholars, and deservedly 
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esteemed in the commercial vorld for their 
great experience. The steam-boat, indeed, 
is such a mi^nificent and all-important in- 
vention, and ite utility to man so great, that 
no wonder there should be many competitors 
for the merit of its invention. But Mr. Bell 
stands on the hill-top, and none can dieproTe 
the claims which a thousand pens, and a 
thousand tongues, award to him, — confirmed 
by his own govemment. We do not claim 
for his prolific brain the absolute merit of 
the "first idea" of this system. 

Jonathan Hulls, of Bristol, an Englishman, 
has the merit of its invention, in 1736. But 
he was not supported, and his patent was 
laid aside. It was reserved for the Clyde, 
not the river Severn, to see the first steam- 
boat on its bosom; and Henry Bell, the 
Scotsman, was the planner of it, — and the 
men of Glasgow may well be proud of this, 
as they truly are. 

I shall here add other two letters on Bell's 
claims, — one from a worthy man, once an 
ornament of Glasgow, but who now sleeps in 
that beautiful burial-place the Necropolis, 
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overlookiiig a romantic glen, from -which a 
bird's- eye -view, worthy the straiiger''B notice, 
ia presented of our noble city. I mean the 
late William M'CraTin, Esq., banker, author 
of several works of great merit, with a style 
of composition energetic as Cobbett's, but 
untinged with the vulgar personalities of that 
celebrated Elnglishman. '^Mrs. Murray and 
her children," is a very popular little work 
of Mr. M'Gavin's. "The Protestant" is 
talented, but perhaps is too severe in its tone; 
more adapted to fortify his friends in their 
Protestant views, than to convert Roman 
Catholics from the errors of their "human 
creeds," and " man-made confessions of faith." 
The other gentleman, whose letter I now 
give, is an amiable fellow -citizen, the Rev. 
and venerable Dr. Mitchell, one of the most 
talented men in the Secession church; and, 
with Mr, M'Gavin, a warm friend of Bell's. 

"BBniaHLiRiH Cohfaht'iBikk, 
"GLuaow.eUi Oct. 1829. 

"Rev. and Dear Sir, 
"I take the liberty of introdncing to yoa 
my friend Mr. Edward Morris, of Glasgow, 
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who goes to Dublin on the patriotic mission 

of procuring Bubscriptions for Mr. Henry 

Bell, the first practical ateam-naTigater io 

Europe. It has been imposatble to procure 

from government, so liberal in other matters, 

any thing like an adequate reward for so 

mighty a benefit conferred on the country. 

Hence an appeal to the people themaelvea has 

been made; and Mr. Morris will be able to 

tell you that it has not been made la vain, in 

Glasgow. "I remain, 

" Dear Sir Harcoort, 

"Very truly yours* 

To Sir Harcoort Lees.i 'f\P' M'GaTIN" 

Bart. Dablin. / 

Sir Harcourt was friendly, and wrote a 
note per the bearer of the aboye letter, to his 
brother, Sir Edward Lees, of the Post Office, 
Dublin, who was a friend to BeU. 

"NawioN Hui., GloBgow, Nor. 31, 1638. 

'. "Mv Dear Sir, 

"The bearer, Mr. Edward Morris, is the 
friend of Mr. Henry Bell of Helenfll>nrgh, 
who, you know, has never been suitably re- 
warded- for the practical apfdication of the 
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powflr of steam to the porposes of nsTigation, 
which Mr. Bell effected, and which is now 
achieving anch wonders. Mr. Morris has 
taken up his cause, supported by several of 
the first gentlemen of this city, the Lord 
ProTost and Mr. James Ewing at their head, 
and wishes to bring his clums before the 
public in the most effectual mode, perhaps to 
prefer these ^aiii to the attention of govern- 
ment. At Mr. Bell's suggestion I write to 
introduce Mr. Morris to you; but to recom- 
mend the object to you, I would feel to be 
unnecessary. You know the bearings of the 
question, and Mr, Bell and his friends 
limit his claims to the practical application 
of a discovery which had indeed been made, 
but not carried out to any practical line of 
usefulness. Your time, I am senuble, always 
folly occupied, must be at present deeply en- 
grossed; but perhaps yon will be able to de- 
vote a few minutes to the consideration ^ 
the subject, and feel that you can give Mr. 
Morris your counteuMice in his undertaking, 
as well as your advice respecting the best 
method of prosecuting it. I know stothiitg 
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more need be said. What you feel you can 
do: sympathy with Mr. Bell, and a sense of 
what is due to the obligations under which 
he has laid the public, will, I know, induce 
you to do. I hope you are all well, and" with 
kind regards, I remain, 

"My dear Friend, 

" Yours affectionately, 
"John Mitchell, LL.D." 

To J, S. More, Egq.,\ 
Adrocate, Ediohnrgh./ 

The subscription was not opened in a for- 
mal way in Edinburgh, but Mr. More sent 
his subscription to aid the Gla^ow move- 
ment, and otherwise showed that his friend 
Dr. Mitchell spoke truly when he said, that 
his sympathy for Mr. Bell would induce him 
to do what he could. 

The undemoted testimony isTaluable, as it 
comes from gentlemen who well knew what 
they spoke about; whose learning, genius, and 
mechanical and scientific acquirements, need 
no encomiums of mine. The note was pro- 
duced by the late Dr. Cleland, to neutralise 
some articles, which, from prejudiced pens. 



,,tiootjk 



had appeared in the public joomala of 1825, 
attempting to sully Mr. Bell's lanrels, and to 
call in qaestioD bis claims: — 

"Gluqov, 2d April, 192S. 

"We, the undersigned engineers in Glasgow, 
having been employed for some time past in 
making machine» for steam-vessels on the 
Clyde, certify that the principles of the 
machinery and paddles used by Henry Bell, 
in hia steam-boat, the Comet, in 1812, have 
undergone little or no alteration, notwith- 
standing several attempts of ingenious persons 
to improve them. Signed by Hugh and 
Robert Baird, John NeiI&ott,David and Robert 
Napier, David M' Arthur, Claud Girdwood 
imd Co., Murdoch and Croas, William 
M' Andrew, William Watson." 

Letters could be multiplied of similar im- 
port to the above, from gome of the best and 
most ingenious men of Hie three kingdoms; 
but these will suffice to ^ow that strong ia 
the testimony, conclusive the arguments, and 
overwhelming to all opposition, are the evi- 
dences irhich were put forth to government, 
from time to time, on the high clums of him 
K 2 
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whose name will live in liistory, long aa its 
pages shall record the acta of Britain's noblest 
sons. I will not, however, omit to mention, 
in this place, the able and zealous services 
rendered to Mr, Bell by Mr. Archibald Pren- 
tice of the Manchester Times newspaper, 
before I went to that town, and afterwards, 
although the subscription there fell greatly 
short of expectation. The editors did their 
duty, and those of Glasgow gallantly led the 
way. 

At the conclusion of the subscription in 
Glasgow, I wrote the following letter, at Mr. 
Bell's request, to the gentlemen who conduct 
the press of our city, thanking them for the 
friendly part they acted towards him, in aid- 
ing me: — 

TO THE EDITOBS OF GLASGOW NEWSPAPEBB. 

"EsLinHBiiBaH, ISth Febnuiy, 1839- 

"Gentlemen, 
"Prompted by a sense of justice, and in- 
fluenced by Mr. Bell's request, I take up my 
pen to return you my grateful acknowledge- 
ments, for the powerful aid you have ren- 
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dered by your open colamns, in the canse of 
Mr. Henry Bell, by the admission of sundry 
articles {rom my pen, and your own friendly 
pleadings for him who had the honour of in- 
troducing that great marine system, the bene- 
fits of which we all participate, and the bless- 
ings of which are spreading with a rapidity, 
which outstrips in its swiftness the concep- 
tions of the poet who sung thus, many years 
before the steamer moved upon the mighty 
waters, 

' Soon aholl thy arm, nnconqiiei'd steam, afiir 
Drag the alow baige, and drive tiie rapid car.' 

"TotheperseTeringand undaunted heroism 
of Mr. Bell, the following stanzas of the 
energetic Rowe may be applied with much 
propriety, 

'The wise and active conquer diffioultiee. 
By dating to attempt them; aloth and folly 
Shiver and dirink at right of toil and danger. 
And mate the imposribility Vbxy fear,' 

"The benefit of a well-directed public 
press has often been acknowledged and felt: 
free men rejoice in its protection, and tyrants 
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dread its power, and qaail beneath its aveng- 
ing scourge. Arts, aciences, and literature; — 
morality, education, virtne, and hi^ineas, 
are widely promoted by a free British press. 
When it zealously takes np a just luid patriotic 
cause, and perseveres in the advocacy, it 
kindles a general and generous feeling for 
that cause, and numbers combine, like a vet- 
eran army, to carry the object recommended. 
" For the services which you, gentlemen oi 
the Glasgow press, have rendered to Mr. Bell, 
in the tree and fearless discussion of his 
claims, he returns his warm thanks. He also 
desires to express his obligations to his Hon- 
orary Committee in this sabscription, — the 
Honourable, the Lord Provost Garden, James 
Ewing, Esq., Dr. Cleland, and William 
M'Gavin Esq., for the unceasing efforts they 
have pat fortji in his cause. When it was 
determined to take up the cause of Bell by a 
subscription, Mr, Ewing took np hia classic 
pen, and wrote the general 'Memorial,' which 
embraced ibe facts on which the application 
was made, and wliich paper was inserted in 
the Glasgow journals. In 1826, when Bell's 
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claims were before the government, backed 
by tiiirty-five petitions, Mr. Ewing was in- 
defatigable and unremitting in hia correspon- 
dence with hia friends in London, to secure 
support at head- quarters; bat nothing could 
more the men in authority. To James Cle- 
land, Esq., Mr. Bell Is grateful for the useful 
serrices which that gentleman rendered him, 
in mentioning him in the various statistical 
and other useful works, — the fruits of his 
industry. To the Lord Provost Garden, and 
William M'Gavin, Esq., he feels grateful for 
tlieir kindness; and to other gentlemen of in- 
fluence, he takes this opportunity of express- 
ing his acknowledgements. Soliciting still 
your support to the completion, I remain, 
gentlemen, very respectfully, yours, 

"Edward Morris." 

I may here introduce a letter of Mr. Bell's 
written to me upon tiiereceipt of the£200 from 
government. It will show the state of suffer- 
ing — severe and long-continued, which this 
great benefactor of his country was enduring, 
when the small pittance, so utteriy below 



,,tiootjk 



120 LIFE OF BBNBT BBU.. 

what he merited, was sent to Scotland, after 
long delay. 

"BAtHB, HiLBKHBUBaH, 10th Jono, 1S39. 

"My Dear Friend, 
"I write these few lines lyeing in my bed, 
unable to sit up. But the letter yoa sent 
me, with the remittance of £200 from the 
Treasory, a gift ordered by the late Mr. Can- 
ning, will reliere my mind a little, and en- 
able me to get Mrs. Bell's honse finished, and 
to pay the tradesmen. I was afraid I should 
not have got this £200, little as it is. The 
wounds in my legs are rather easier daring 
the last few days, owing to my keeping close 
to my bed. I will write to you in a day or 
two more fully. I am your old friend, 

"Henry Bell." 



Mr. Bell coatinaed to apply his services to 
steam-apparatus in various ways, while the 
steam-boats on the Clyde, and on the other 
navigable rivers of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, and in the channels and seaa into 
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vfaich these "rolling floods" disoharge them- 
Belres, cootinued to encrease, and the preju- 
dice against them daily gave vay, like the 
diaBolTUig snow, when the raina of heaven 
drop in copious showers. 

" Bell lived to see the bosom of the Clyde 
dimmed far and wide, with innumerable 
copies of his own invention," observes Mr. 
Robert Chambers, a zealous fVieud of the 
Helensburgh engineer, in bis Biographical 
Dictionary of Eminent Scotsmen, a work of 
great merit, — "he lived to know that steam- 
boats promised to give a new torn to the art 
of general warfare; he lived to behold numer- 
ous secluded parts of his own country sub- 
jected by means of these light wanderers of the 
deep, to the blessings of commerce and civilisa- 
tion, wbi(^ could not have otherwise reached 
them for centuries; yet he reaped for himself 
no advantage. While maukind, atlarge, were 
enjoying the blessings which he had pointed 
out to them, he approached the confines of 
old age with the prospect of hardly the aver- 
age comforts which attend that stage of ex- 
istence in the humbler ranks of Hfe. Touched 
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by his condition, a number of benevolent in- 
diTiduals instituted for him a sabscription in 
Glasgow; and it is creditable to the good 
people of that city, and other places, that a 
considerable sum was raised. The Trustees 
on the river Clyde raised his annuity from 
£50 to £100 per annum, for life; and the 
half of this sum is still continued to his 
widow. Mr. Bell died at Helensburgh, on 
the 14th Nov. 1830." (See Vol. I. p. 196.) 

The above passage does credit to the head 
and heart of Mr. Chambers, who, with his 
excellent brother, has done so much to difiuse 
through Britain, and the world, the beat "In- 
formation for the people," — tlie wealth-pro- 
ducing millions, that ever perhaps was sent 
abroad by the industry, the philanthropy, and 
patriotism of the benefactors of man; and, I 
am glad to think, that while these two useful 
brothers have been so actively employed, 
their own fortunes in this world, and we hope 
in the coming one, have kept pace with the 
extent of their exertions. Their last work, 
" Cyclopedia of English Literature," is a 
noble undertaking, and its success is equal to 



its merits. Prosperity to all their efforts like 
these to aeod abroad the rich gems of onr 
country's intellect^ from the dawning of its 
InfEtnt bud, to its mid-day splendour, and 
ripened glory! 

Bell's steamers will convey Chambers' bales 
of publications, awift and safe, to every land. 
Tliey will soon be re-puUished in the Chinese 
language, — and the Mandarins of the Yellow, 
and the Black, and the White riTers of that 
vast empire, will catoh the generous flame 
which these publicationa emit. These works 
have mighty power! They are esteemed 
throngh Enrope, Asia, Africa, and America; 
and the writer of "Bell's Life" has often 
employed his leisure hours, not only in per- 
using "Chambers' Journal," but in writing 
articles for the public and press, unfolding 
their utility, and endeavouring to aid thnr 
circulation amongst his countrymen, althou^ 
he has not the pleasorfe of being personally 
known to either of the Messrs. Chambers. 
He honours them, amongst other things, be- 
cause they always defended the claims — the 
great claims of his revered friend, now a 
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dweller on high, who gave us that first sea- 
rover, which, despite of warring waves, of 
contending tides, and howling winds, made 
its way " like a glorious giant," visiting every 
shore, and returning back with safety to that 
isle, whose renown and greatness no words 
of mine can express; and whose moral and 
inteUectnal power over the nations of the 
world is a miracle of wonder, equal, though 
different in its nature, to any recordings of 
that blessed volume, which wise and good 
men love, bat which infidels and atheists have 
vainly attempted, (and will always labour in 
vaia here) to banish from the world — the 
Bible — the scriptnres of the Old and New 
Testament, which, as Locke beautifully says, 
"have God for their Author, salvation for 
their end, and truth, without any mixture of 
error, for their matter! " 

Mr. Chambers alludes to Mr. Bell's opin- 
ion, that steam-navigation would entirely 
change the mode of naval warfare. He is 
correct in this. About the year 1826 or 1827, 
Mr. Bell dictated to the author a letter to 
the late Mr. Canning, then prime minister of 
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the British empire. The purport of this 
epistle was to show to that great man, vho 
wielded the might of Britannia, that the 
steam-ship could be brought iato actioa 
gainst any fort or sea-port of the enemies 
of our nation, with terrible effect. 

The blowing up of Acre, in the land of 
Palestine, under the heroic daring of the gal- 
lant Napier, and the wholesale destruction of 
the Chinese junlcs, and their supposed im- 
pregnable fortresses, bear weighty testimony 
to the truth of Mr, Bellas views; and had Mr. 
Canning been allre now, he would doubtless 
have confessed the same. I am sorry I have 
not a copy of this letter. Not that I love 
war, or any thing connected with the man- 
destroying trade; but, as the province of the 
historian, it is my duty to detail these facts 
and incidents as Ulnstratiog my subject. 

At the time Mr. Bell wrote this letter to 
Mr. Canning, that minister was preparing the 
expedition for IJsbon, consisting of eight to 
ten thousand troops, and a fleet composed of 
those ships which had made many nations 
tremble, and tnanned with those "hearts of 
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oak,^ who, at £^pt, at Camperdown, and 
Trafalgar, " dealt Uows ob their foes," which 
France cannot forget May the occasion 
never arrive to renew these bloody scenes ! 

Mr. Canning made evident allusion to this 
letter from the father of steam-navigation, 
when he delivered his celebrated speech on 
sending out the army and fleet to Portugal, 
to protect the infant couatitutional liberties 
against Spain, if not of France, who looked 
with an "evil eye," — Bourbon-like, on the 
rising glory of Iberia, and fain would have 
crushed the hard-earned freedom of our 
ancient faithful ally. 

The following is the passage which occurs 
in the orator's powerful address delivered in 
the House of Commons, defending his mea- 
stu-e, and explaining the object of it, on which 
occasion he was listened to witli deep atten- 
tion, and cheered from all sides of the House. 

"As an English minister, all I have to say 
is. May Grod prosper the attempts made by 
Portugal to obtain constitutional liberty \ 
I dread war, not from distrust of om: powers, 
and our resources to' meet it, but because I 
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am conscions of the tremendous power which 
the coontry now poaaesses of pushing any 
war in whioh she may be engaged to conse- 
quences, at the bare contemplation of which 
Ishudder, I fear that the next war in Europe, 
if it shonld spread beyond the compass of 
Portagal and Spain, will be a war of the most 
awefnl nature, because it will be one of con- 
flicting opinions. 

" I say, Sir, the coosciousneaa of this fact, 
the knowledge that there is in the hands of 
our country such a tremendous power,'' mean- 
ing steam-ships, such as Napier and the 
Chinese commanders used, "induces me to feel 
as I do feel. 

"But it is one thing to 'have a giant's 
strength,' and another thing to 'use it like a 
giant.' The consciousness that we have this 
power, humanly speaking, keeps us safe. 
Our business is, not to seek out opportunities 
of displaying it, but to keep it so that it 
may be hereafter shown that we know its 
use, and to shrink from converting the umpire 
into the oppreseer. Sir, the consequence of 
the letting loose those passions which are all 
L 2 
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chained op, may be such as would lead to a 
acene of deaolatioii, sach as no ose can for a 
moment think of without horror, and such as 
I would never be easy under, or quiet on my 
couch,if I were conacioua of having before one 
hour precipitated." — (See Life of Canning, in 
Constable'^s Miscellany, or General Registry 
of Politics and General Literature, for the 
year 1827, pages 101, 102). 

This splendid and somewhat prophetic 
speech of the only antagonist of Brougham, 
made France and Spain to change their policy. 

Canning saved Portugal from the threat- 
ened attack, and Bell's steamers returned 
without putting forth "the thunder of their 
power.^' This was best for all parties; and it 
is to be hoped that despots in all lands will 
yield to the progress of truth, and introduce 
those progressive improvements which the 
advancement of knowledge calls for, and the 
power of a united and thinking people will 
force at their hands, or else cashier them 
from those posts of honour, and power, and 
place, and put better men into their thrones, 
who will '*mle the people righteously." 
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Mr. Bell, for tlie last two years of his life, 
soffered mnch. The short letter -which he 
wrote, on the receipt of the pittance which 
government granted him in Jvme 1827, would 
prepare the reader for that event, which in 
fifteen months tookplace. He suffered greatly, 
as mentioned in this note, from the bruises 
which he had sustained at a former period, 
in his arduous stru^les to introduce his dar~ 
ling scheme. 

The following, I believe, was the last of 
his many projects, and it was matured on that 
bed from which he never recovered. 

It was dated, 

"HELEmBUBQH, 23(t Aog., 18S0. 

■ "to the gentlemen, freeholders, and 
merchants of aroyleshire. 

"Gentlemen, 

"I beg to submit to you, what I humbly 
conceive would be a great improvement in 
the means of communication in the county 
of Argyll; such an improvement, I believe, 
as would add greatly to the value of the 
western isles of that shire, and to the coun- 
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ties adjacent. As I have long been convinced 
that a canal, miming acroas that neck of 
land between east and west Tarbert, -would 
present an expeditioas and safe means of com- 
munication for vessels passing from the Clyde 
to the western coast of Scotland, I took 
a careful surrey of the ground two years 
ago, and found my scheme perfectly practi- 
cable. 

"I have latterly consulted several persons 
conversant with the excavating of canals, and 
my estimate of the straight cut wliich I have 
planned out, and desire to submit to your in- 
spection, ia, if cut 50 feet wide at bottom, 
and 60 at top, and 3 feet deep. 

Below low water, coBt, £37,000 

And if 6 feet below low water, 23,000 ' 

And if 9 feet, add. 30,000 

Total expense, £90,000 

Depth at high water mark of these several 
cots, as follows: first, 15 feet; second, 18 
feet; third, 21 feet; the former affording a 
passage for the generality of vessels trading 
to and from the river Clyde. 

"This canal would form a very splendid 
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opening, almost nnequaled, for natural gran- 
deur and sublimity. There would be no im- 
pediment whatever to the navigation in this 
cut, it being made in a straight line, through 
solid rock, vithont locks or draw-bridges. 
It would certainly form one of the grandest 
openings in Europe; but its utility would be 
incomparably more important than its rural 
magnificence, and fascinating beauty, attrac- 
tiye as these would be. 

" The first cost would be all that is required 
for many years to come. There are, indeed, 
two bridges required; but from the nature of 
the ground, they could be placed so high, as 
to allow vessels to pass under the arches in 
full sail. The span of these arches to be 70 
feet, the breadth 25 feet, and built of stone, 
of which there is plenty at hand. 

" The money query is. How is this great 
projected undertaking to be effected? I 
answer by a joint stock Company — of 100 
shares each. The proprietors of those 
islands, who will be chiefly benefited will 
find it their interest not to discourage or lose 
sight of the scheme, though they should be 
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staggered at first, by the amount of the ex- 
pense, to carry it into execution. A second 
query U, What interest are we to expect for 
the outlay of hard cash, and &om what source, 
or sources, is it to arise ? It will be from 
vessels passing to and from the western coast 
of Scotland, and the north of Ireland. 

Merchant vessels too, from America, and 
the West Indies, may be expected to take 
advantage of tliis cut. In my opinion, the 
charge on these vessels would be as follows, 
and which would produce a considerable sum 
to the proprietors : — 

£ t. d. 

Small rowing boats, each 2 6 

Half-decked fiahing wherries,., C 

VesgelH from 10 to dO tons, per. ton, 10 

Do. 00—100. do 9 

Do. 100 upwards, do Q 6 

These charges, I presume, would amply re- 
pay the shareholders for their outlay] as, 
after the first year's opening there would be 
a dividend each year to a certainty, as no 
after expenses would be incurred but tile col- 
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lector's fees. If these bints of mine for the 
beuefit of the commerce of my country, and 
especially of the shire in whose prosperity 
you are more immediately concerned, should 
be ^)proved of by you, and should issne in 
your taking the steps necessary for the com< 
pletion of the scheme, I shall consider my 
exertions in the business veil rewarded. I 
remain. Gentlemen, your most obedient 
eerrant, 

(Signed) " Hbnry Bell." 

The above outline of an ingenious — pro- 
bably, a rational and practicable scheme, 
proTes to the reader the activity of that dar- 
ing mind, which was soon to close its inven- 
tions in this world for ever. The plan was 
thus brought ont in the midst of bodily 
affliction, which he had long endured, and 
which, as before stated, were brought upon 
him by his exertions for oar common benefit, 
and for the good of alt nations, and aU coming 
ages, while the Bun, moon, and stars hold 
their courae in the heavens ! 

1 might here state some things which in 
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connection with hia own personal and pecu- 
niary embarrassmente, tended to distress his 
mind, while his body was fast sinking under 
growing infirmities. Individuals to whom he 
hod formerly owed money, which it was im- 
possible he could discharge, harshly came for- 
ward with old-standing accounts, thinking 
to procure at once, on the subscription which 
Glasgow and other places contributed to the 
joint benefit of himself and Mrs. BelL In 
this unworthy object they were foiled by the 
firm and wise conduct of his true friends, 
Mr. James Ewing, Provost Garden, Dr. Cle- 
laod, Mr. M'Gavin, and other benevolent and 
influential gentlemen, who stood by him in 
all his difficulties, and for whose kindness he 
was grateful. This is a delicate subject, and 
I will not dwell upon it, for I have no desire, 
unnecessarily, to stir up old and unplnasing 
recollections, now he is gone, whose merits 
the world confesses, and all nations feel. In 
the subscription, Liverpool, Manchester, and 
London, came short of what was expected by 
Mr. Bell's friends ; for the impression con- 
tinned strong to the last, that government 
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would, as it ought to do, reward this bene- 
factor of man. But no : " tell it not in Gath 
— ^publish it not in the streets of Ascalon" — 
all that conljd be wrung from that great quar- 
ter was the sum already stated — two hundred 
pounds — "for him who conquered wind and 
wave" through every land, and every age t 
It is true, in the great towns mentioned, 
several liberal-minded gentlemen acted ge- 
nerously, whose names are mentioned in 
former pages of these memoirs. The sub- 
scription was not opened in Edinburgh, as the 
author of this work took tmwell soon after 
his return horn London to Glasgow, in 1829 ; 
and Mr. Bell's health sinking rapidly, the 
idea of trying the Scottish metropolis was 
given up — perhaps unwisely. Several indi- 
viduals sent in their subecriptions from that 
city to the Glasgow fund ; and it would be 
ungrateful in me, as the friend of Mr. Bell, 
not to mention here the zealous exertions of 
the Rev. Peter Chalmers, of Dunfermline, 
who remitted to his friend, Dr. Cleland, for 
Mr. Bell, upwards of thirty pounds sterling, 
which he obtained in that town and neigh- 
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bourbood, by hia own efforts, in this good 
cause — the Rev. genUeman heading the list 
with a liberal gabscrjptJon. We are now ar- 
rived at Uiat part of my narratiye, which will 
unfold to the reader the tennination of all 
earthly joys and griefs — of all Bchemes, and 
struggles for mankind, of htm whose labours 
Glasgow will gratefully remember, long as 
Clyde shall roll to the deep. 

I was myself on a sick-bed when I re- 
ceived a letter that my venerable friend was 
getting rapidly worse. I could not go then 
to see him, owing to a severe inflammation 
in my eyes, t copy the f(dlowing from the 
Glasgow Free Press, the editor of which, 
(Mr. Bennet,) and Mr. Robert Lamont, and 
Mr, Fowbister, had always zealously luded 
hb cause. It is dat«d 17th November, 1830. 

" Death of Mr. Hemy BeU.—yfe have iho 
mournful duty to announce to the public, 
the death of the ingenious Henry Bell, whose 
history is so well known in this city, and 
throughout Scotland, as the practical intro- 
ducer of that great system of navigation, 
whicli has produced such mighty results in 
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the maritime and commercial affiurs of these 
natioDS. He departed this life on Sunday, 
14th November, 1830, with his ideas clear to 
the last, and resigned to that Almighty Being 
irho created him, and gave him those abili- 
ties which he had nobly put forth for his 
country's good. 

" His trust for eternal life was in that great 
Redeemer who shed his blood for the re- 
demption of all mankind, and through whose 
Divine merits he trusted for salvation in a 
better world on high. He was in his sixty- 
fourth year, having been born in April, 1767, 
at the vill^e of Torphichen, near Linlith- 
gow. We have no additional particulars just 
now to give. Glasgow did its duty towards 
Mr. Bell, and had other towns felt a similar 
interest, the subscription raised there for him 
in 1828 — 9, would have met the expectations 
of his friends and admirers ; and these were 
many and respectable. We trust the River- 
Clyde Trustees will continue their bounty 
towards Bell, by a similar act towards his 
excellent widow — who well deserves their 
sympathy and support, and who managed so 



.„l:.-:i,,tiOt>^lc 



well hia affairs, when he was utterly disabled 
from looking after them himself." — (Free 
Press, of November, 1830.) 

The funeral of Mr. Bell took place on the 
19th of November (Friday), when a lai^ 
assembly of all ranks att«nded his honoured 
remains to the Charchyard of Row parish, 
two miles &om Helensburgh — a lovely spot, 
washed by the ever-murmuring waves of the 
Firth of Clyde— that river which bore on its 
billowed breast the first European steamer, 
and fitly does it roll past the resting-place of 
him who subdued its pride, and rode its tides, 
unassisted by winds or canvas. The day on 
which Mr. Bell was buried was very wet and 
stormy, which prevented many gentlemen 
from attending, who otherwise would have 
been present, and wished to be there, from 
the purport of a number of letters which Mrs. 
Bell received, regretting their inability. The 
Company began to assemble at the Baths' 
Hotel, where he died, about eleven o'clock, 
and at one o'clock the corpse was lifted, and 
the hearse slowly moved, accompanied by a 
number of gentlemen's coaches, with the own- 
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era and other near relatires and friends of the 
deceased. They reached the place of burial, 
(Row church) about two o'clock, the shops 
in the Tillage being all closed, and the vessels 
at anchor with colours mast high. The 
steam -boats, more particularly, manifested 
these little tokens of esteem in a more em- 
phatic way i and Captain Douglass, of the 
Waverley Steamer (an old and esteemed 
captain of Bell's), fired three minute gims, as 
the procession moved past his boat, bearing 
the earthly remains of that kind master whom 
he had served in the first trip of the Comet.* 
There were about 140 persona present at 
the funeral, amongst whom were the Right 
honourable Lord John Campbell (now Duke 
of Argyll), James Smith, Esq. of Jordan 
Hill; Claud Neilson, E^.; Archibald M'- 
Lauchlan, Esq.; Adam Monteith, Esq. of 
Rock Bank; Major Brown; John Craig, 
E^.; Baillie Hood; Mr. A. Brown; Mr. Ed- 
ward Morris; Br. James Stevenson; Rev. 

* On the cofGn, whicli was oeat and pldn, wen 
ineoribed these words, — "Henry Bell, Engineer. 
Aged 63." 

M 2 
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Mr. Bruce of Cardrose, who was very at- 
tentive to Mr. Bell in hia illness, Rer. Mr. 
Campbell, of Roir; Rev. Mr. Anderson, of 
Helensburgh, a warm friend. Rev. Mr. Som- 
merville, of Dumbarton, and many others, 
whom we have not space to particularise. 
Letters of apology were sent to Mrs. Bell 
from Sir James Colquhonn, Baronet, of Luss; 
Rev. Dr. MitcheU, and Dr. Cleland, and WU- 
liam M'Giavin, Esq., banker, Glasgow, and 
from many others, who were unable to attend 
through the inclemency of the weather, prior 
engf^ements, or bad health. In these letters, 
a kindly sympathy and esteem is expressed 
towards Mrs. Bell, and an honourable and 
jnst testimony borne towards her departed 
hnsband, who had left a name not to be for- 
gotten in Helensbut^h — through Britain and 
the world. The vessels on the Clyde, up and 
down, of all crafts, showed tokens of esteem 
towards him, whose good-natured smile would 
no more enliven the cabins of his gallant 
steamers, nor kindle and enliven pleasant 
conversation, by his witty, innocent anec- 
dotes, which came fresh from him, like the 
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stream that freely roDa and sparkles down 
its flinty channel. 

My fellow coantrymen ! Citizens of 
noble Glasgow! I have thus set before 
yon, a short sketch— it may be an onpol- 
ished one — of the birth, life, worlES, and 
death of Henry Bell of Helensburgh. I loved 
him from the first hotir I spent in his com- 
pany at Ma own house, in 1826 ; and I es- 
t«emed him till he quitted us for worlds be- 
yond the reach of affliction, sorrow, and death. 
I indnlge in no mawkish feeling, no senti- 
mental reverie, when I aay I hope to meet 
him in that land, whose beauty the " Sa- 
vionr of all men" — Jesus Christ — has pointed 
out, and " bronght to light" by His go^iel of 
" glad tidings" to men. It is nothing to damp 
this belief that I reflect—and reflect with 
grief — there are men and creeds — Infidel and 
Atheistic — opposed to these animating views j 
creeds gloried in by the Volneys, the Vol- 
taires, the Humes, the Paines, and the Owens, 
whose reckless systems — if such confused 
men could have systems — will perish from 
the world before the brightness of that Sun 
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whose beamings shall continne to eocreBse, 
till not a solitary vale, a barren moant, or a 
speck of land, shall be uniliumed by his fires 
— or Tuifmctified by the dews and the rains 
of a more refreshing nature, than those which 
fell on Hermon's hill, described by the sweet- 
est bard that ever struck the lyre of glorious 
Palestine — the Shepherd-singer of Israel, 
" the man after God's own heart," the Father 
of thie wisest of mankind ! 

Bell', yes, thou art gone — bat thy works 
remain. They have left for thee a richer 
name, a nobler title, than princes can give, 
OF senators bestow! The Christian mission- 
ary, as he rides over tile aweful deep, from 
ialand to island, in the West Indies, scatter- 
ing the riches of IMvine truth, amongst oar 
sable brethren, long oppressed, but now free, 
will think of the labours of that taaa whose 
genius " many Vaters could not quench !* 
The patriotic and philanthropic philoso- 
pher, as he roams over the vast rivers of 
Columbia, of Egypt, of India, of China, will 
think, too, of the individual whose dwelling- 
place was Helensburgh, and to whose untir- 
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ing genius, Britain owes those beauteous 
skimmers of the sea and couquerers of the 
river tides, which, next to the art of printing, 
will do more to civilise and Christianise 
mankind, (instrnmentally) than any other 
invention of man since " God said. Let there 
be li^t, and there was light" To the princely 
merchants of our country — to the mannfac- 
torers, — to our matchless engineers — to our 
industrious and skilful mechanics — to our 
princes, and our peasants, I may say. Grate- 
fully will you, gratefully ought you, to re- 
member Henry Bell! What has he done for 
you ? He has opened a path over the smighty 
waters. From our blissful isle we can now 
travel to every shore, witiiout waiting for 
winds taii tides to favour our journey. Up 
rivers, down rivers, over the channels, and 
over the seas, we go with the speed of the 
eagle, and with as much ease, as sitting on a 
silken sofa, by a warm fire-side! Our land 
will rise from her commercial diiSculties. 
Good men, and true patriots, of all names 
»)d ranks, will, we hope, soon unite, and each 
yielding a little, save oar nation from ruin. 
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and open up free-trade to all lands ! It is 
vain to fight against these principles. Thej 
are founded in nature ; they are the voice of 
reason; they are the echo of philosophy; 
the; are taught by God in that Book which 
Newton loved, which Bacon revered, which 
Milton studied, and from which Johnson, 
Addison, and Cowper, drew their everlasting 
lessons; and to which, Chatham, Burke, and 
Fox, owed the most striking passages in their 
undying pages \ 

Henry Bell was a determined foe to every 
itlOnopoly; and though hb language was not 
very grammatical, his ideas were lively, and 
his views expressed in strong terms. I appeal 
to ail those who knew him best for the verity 
of these remarks. He said repeatedly, that 
his steam-boats would " break up all mono- 
polies" in every land, and establish free-trade 
between th^ nations of the earth, by linking 
them all in the bonds of friendly feeling. 
Whfit a vast field of noble enterprise is opened 
to England, if she rightly conducts the peace, 
now happily signed with the Chinese people ! 
Dr. Haniel, the celebrated Russian traveler 
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and philoBopher, whom I iiare the pl«aanre 
of knowing, aaid to me the othw day, wh«n 
ezpresaing his ^)prohatioii of my wiitiog the 
" Life of Henry Bell," that, for oar new con- 
nection with the TB9t Chinese Empire, we 
were, in a great measure, indebted to the snc- 
ceealul af^lication of steam-power to naval 
opetatioa, and that the commereial inter- 
course by that means opened between Great 
Britain and Chine, would be of incaleolaUe 
advantage to both conntries for ages to come. 
Tiiis opinion of a talented stranger (who is 
among my snbecriberi), I valoe mnch, and 
believe it true. 

I may not ha.ve given his exact words, but 
his sentiments were jnst what I have written^ 
and I hope our sleam-boata, of all sizes, will 
hoieeforth be used, not to batter down Chi- 
nese forte, but equally for the purposes of c<»b- 
merce and civilisation. I trust that in mah- 
ing tiiis statement, I have not tree^mssed on 
the laws of propriety or courteoos feeling 
due to a very worthy gentleman, in t^s 
stating part of a conversation which passed 
between ns, and which so fully confirmed my 
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own views as to the terrible power of that 
marine ayatem now under consideration. 
Dr. d'Hamel is in the service of the emperor 
of Russia, (with whom England has lately 
signed a friendly commercial treaty,) and it 
is well for sorerugns, and for nations, when 
they employ snoh persons as this gifted gen- 
tleman, to devote themselves zealously, as be 
does, to the gathering of' useful information, 
with unremitting assiduity, to benefit his na- 
tive country, Russia, an empire whose fiir- 
spread dominion ia unfolding rapidly the 
glories of civilisation. May these Uessed 
froits abound more and more; and England 
and Russia aid each other in all the useful 
and ennobling pursuits of honourable rival- 
ship! 

I shall now take a glance at the wonderful 
progress of steam navigation through the 
world, since the death of its introducer. The 
following stanzas appeared in the Greenock 
Advertiser, about the time of Mr. Bell's 
death, or a little before it: — 
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TO THE GENIUS OP HELENSBURGH. 

Who conquer'^ thee, Clyde! 'mid the irintei'B wild 

roar, 
And o'et thy dark bosom, 'gainst tides, did explore 

Lone spots, which thy billows do lave ! 
Who brsv'd Uiy mde torrents, rode hurricane's blast. 
And ocean snbdu'd, when witii tempests o'ercast ! 

It was BeU with his barton thy wave. 

The Cma he plann'd; — yes, the scheme was his own! 
It will spread tbroogh the world, it will send bis 



He fimght the hard battle, where many were almn, 

And triunph'd o'er Neptune, through all his domain; 

What mUiom his bounties now share ! 

Greenock ! canst thou to Am merits be blind, 
Whose memoiy shall flourish in wave and in wind. 

While stars show their lustre on high t 
Thon knewest Tiim well ; his bland face unto thee 
Familiar was; his abode thou canst see 

In yon Tillage that smileth hard by. 

See how his proud rovers in majesty ride. 
O'er otean's dark caverns, like giants in pride, 

To Gk^ow's iara'd city they go. 
Through storm, or when not a ripple is seen. 
To ruffle the waters in autnmn serene. 

When winds sleep in caves sound below. 

Fair Helensburgh ! poets shall strike their bold lyre. 
And strike to his honour, when he shall retire 
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To dimes where no sorrow con come — 
Bell ! Yes, that sweet village where long thou didst 

dwell. 
When fled is thj spirit, thy merit shall tell^ 

On thy grave shall the wild flowers bloom ! 

Bbitakhicub. 



The inventlTe powers of Bell were exer- 
cised oa many objects, though the steam-boat 
was his master-piece. I believe I am correct 
when I say it was he who planned the 
dredging or deepoiing machine on the river 
Clyde, which, with its steam-engine and back- 
ets, has done so much to improve glorious 
Clyde, and redeemed so many acres of land 
which a few years ago were lyeing under 
water, showing occasionally only the bul- 
rush and other weeds, that are of no benefit 
to man. 

Our active river-trustees keep this Henry 
Bell machine in regular motion; and "father 
Clyde" owes much of his utility to this 
simple invention. 

Mr. Bell, when a contracter, built the first 
large flour-mill at Partick, since which 
several others have been added. Melville 
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Court was also buUt by bim; and it ie very 
generally allowed, that to his prolific geiiius 
we owe the first conception of that beautiiiil 
improvement in calico-printing called the 
dischai^ing-machine. John Bartholomew, 
Esq., and his brother Mr. Robert, mentioned 
to me that Mr. Baines of Leeds, in his valu- 
aUe history of the cotton manufactures, 
states the same opinion. I have not seen that 
work myself ; but in a conversation I once 
had with Mr. H. Bell, he mentioned to me 
this fact. 

It is much to be lamented that some literary 
friend did not keep a regular jonmal of all 
the inventions and soggestions of this genius 
of nature. His papers, at his death, were in 
a confused state; and Mrs. Bell, not aware 
of the T^ue of them, destroyed a great num- 
ber, of which the wri<«r of these memoirs 
would have been happy to have had an in- 
spection. 

Dr. d'Hamel, the Russian gentleman for- 
merly mentioned, said he himself wrote, in 
the beginning of steam-navigation on the 
Clyde, to Mr. Bell, but found no correspon- 
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dence remaining when lately he called on 
Mrs. Henry Bell at Helensburgh, intending 
to write something on the merits of her de- 
parted husband, and his eteam-boat epter- 
priae. 

I hope soon to see that article in print, 
from the pen of such a distinguished foreigner, 
whose testimony cannot be tinged with par- 
tisan feeling, or a personal leaning t/>wardB 
one who ia now alike indifferent to the praises 
or to the censures of mortal^ 

Dr. d'Hamel knows the worth of Bellj and 
the Russian empire, like our own, will reap 
mi^ty advantages on its vast riTers, and far- 
flowing channels, from those beauteous and 
magnificent vess^ wbu^ laugh at the tem- 
pest, and pass through the whelming irave 
with as much ease, amidst tiie xoaripg of tiie 
winds in stormy M^ch, as tl^y do when 
lovely June has not a breatab of air that can 
ripple the glassy deep. 

In 1839, there were nearly ninety steam- 
vessels belonging to the river Clyde, some of 
which exceed 300 horse power, and upwards 
of 400 tons burden. These splendid vessels 
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oome up to Glasgow with ease, wh«i the tide 
■3 at fiill; and if too late at Greenock for 
this, they have only to wait the next flowing 
of the mighty waters, to come np to oar city, 
loading and unloading at the Broomielaw 
Talaable cargoes from England and Ireland, 
and bringing along with them the merdiant- 
owners of perhaps goods and ship! The 
Broomielaw is, in fact, the proper sea-port of 
Glasgow; and the improvements going on 
there will render it more so in future, not- 
withstanding the petty snarling against the 
tmstees, from certain selfiah quarters. 

The many improvements on this noble liver, 
and especially the new quay above the beau- 
tiiul Glasgow bridge, will impart new life and 
interest to that busy spot, and no doubt amply 
repay for the toil and expense of the under- 
taking. 

The great importance of the Clyde navi- 
gation may be seen from the fact, that in 
1815 the revenue of that river was only 
£5900; and in 1842, twenty-seven years after- 
wards, it rose to £42,401, nearly one half of 
which immense sum is derived from the paosen- 
n2 
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ger Bteam-boats; and donbtleas the general ship- 
ping of this rirer and frith has been gretitLy 
promoted by the employment of the steam- tug- 
boats, which bring up and down oat prinpely 
merchant ships, between Greencwk and Glas- 
gow, with such doek-Hke regularity! 

These facts speak strongly for the merits 
of him whose genius was so long and so jeal- 
ously exerted to bring to maturity ttjat sys- 
tem whose benefits Gla^ow is proud to con- 
fess, and the world at large will never fofget. 

I ahEdl conclude witji the introduction of 
some miscellaneous articleiq, and interestiiig 
letters, which \ think will show the rising 
value of the " new power " of battling through 
rivers and seas, when winds and waves dis- 
play their opposing force. 

The following letter, which iras kindly sent 
me by William Thomson, Esq., civil engineer, 
Lochgilphead, is deeply interesting, as show- 
ing the fate of the gloripua little Comet 
steamer, which was wrecked in the Highlands, 
after many a gallant trip and splendid victory 
agunst the winds and waves in her briny 
coursCfin which Mr. Bell often attended her: — 
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" CRmAK CtHAi. Office, Abdouiuki, 
"hocaoiLrtttm, March, 1S48. 

"Dear Sir, 
"I If AVE a request oo your behalf from my 
son, Afr. James TbomsoQ, eivil enginea-, 
Glasgow, ariaiag irom his Huowledge of my 
acquaintance with the late Mr. Henry Bell, 
to foruidi yoii with any infonpation. or anec- 
dote that may be useful for your fLife' of 
that oaeful individual, which yon are about 
to publish; the advprtisemept for whiqh work 
I haTo seen. I am not sur«, althoqgh an 
early acquaintance of Mr. Bell while pro- 
jecting his Comet, and carrying into effect his 
steam-boat scheme on the Clyde, that I can 
furnish any thipg that will add partionlar in- 
terest regarding him in yotir publioation, 
About the time he was fitting up the 'Comet,' 
I was in frequent comntuuication with him 
in regard to minor arrangements and details 
of the machinery for her; and I had these 
transactions vividly brought anew before me 
by a transient process of recollection on re- 
cognising as an old acquaintance, part of the 



,,tiootjk 



LIPE OF BENRY BKLL. 



frame of his original 'Comet' steam-enginei 
exhibited at the British Association, -which 
met in Glasgow in 1841, as recovered from 
the wreck of that vessel, which occurred in 
the Dorus More, on the point of Craignish, 
in 1820. Circumstances separated us to some 
distance for several years, beyond mere tran- 
sient notices. 

It was in 1818 our acquaintance was again 
renewed; and a correqmndence took place 
regarding the extension of ateam-communi- 
cation through the Crinan canal, to the west 
Highlands, a favourite scheme of Mr. Bell's. 
Steam -intercourse had by that time been 
established between Glasgow and Inverary; 
and seeing that it woold be beneficial to the 
Highlands, and remunerating to whoever took 
up the trade, I entered into correspondence 
with Mr. Bell on this subject, which he the 
readier entered into, that he and his 'Comet ' 
were driven from the Clyde by superior vessels 
under companies and c^italists, with which 
he could not compete. 

"Mr. Bell made his appearance with his 
Comet under the best repair she was capable 
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of, aud vitb auch improvements as the engine 
and machinery would admit of, in Aaguat, 
1819, and proceeded to Fort William, between 
which and Glasgow he maintained a com. 
mnnication till late in that year. He ol(tained 
snb&criptionsfora joint-stock company to es- 
t^lish Ma line of intercourse, — a condition of 
which was, that tjie Comet ahoold be received 
as one of the boats, himself hoLding a certain 
amount o£ aiiares. As I had anticipated, this 
scheme proved successful ; and Mr, Bell's pros- 
pects bri^tened. Others, bovever, soon en- 
tered the field j when the 'Comet' tuid it» builder 
had t^ain to struggle with new difficulties. 

" In October 1S20, when on her passage 
from Fort William to Glasgow, in which Mr. 
Bell had accompanied her to make arrange- 
ments with subscribers about a new and more 
powerful boat for the ensuing season, the 
weather being then very nnfavourable for a 
bo^ of such limited power as the old 'Cqmet' 
was; yet making a favourable passage till 
entering the Dorua More, and rounding the 
point head of Craignish, she was met by a 
strong easterly wind, from which die had 
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been preTJously comparativety sheltered, by 
which, and a rapid cnrient which prevails 
there, her head was forced about towards ti!)e 
land, and lier bow ran ashore between the 
rocks, which fortunately admitted Mr. Bell 
and his companions to get safe ashore. The 
boat soon after parting in two, the after part 
floating towards the gulph of Corryneckain, 
and the bow resting where the accident oc- 
cnrred, from which part of the machinery was 
afterwards recovered. 

"A new boat was at this time determined 
on, towards which the gentlemen of Lochaber 
gave their warm support, by taking shares,. 
not less from the advantage seen to accrue to 
themselves and to tbe country, than from the 
great merit and encooragement due to Mr. 
Bell. 

" I had the pleasure of obtainii^ some snb- 
scrlbersfor him; among others Xeil Malcolm, 
Esq., of Poltalloch, paid a £50 share, and I 
rather think his lady did the same, liberally 
leaving the money in Mr. Bell's huids. The 
new Comet was bnilt in 1821, and after J^y-- 
ing the 'river and seas,' she on a voyage 
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from InTemesa to Glasgow came ioto colli- 
eion irith the Ayr steamer, off GoTirock, 20th 
Oct. 1825, vhen the vessel vent down; and 
upwards of seventy people were lost, many of 
whom I had a few hours before parted with. 
And if considered interesting to trace this, I 
believe, last of Mr. Bell's steam-boat connec- 
tions, to its ultimate reenlt, I may state, that 
this again nnfortanate 'Comet,' was raised 
and brought ashore at Grourock inJnlyl826, 
by Mr. Brown from Aberdeen, which opera- 
tion I attended on the part of the Company, 
and thereby witnessed the recovery of a par- 
cel of notes, amomiting to about £1000, 
known to have been in possession of Mr. 
Rollo, W. S., Edinburgh, who perished in this 
second ' Comet; ' and also the accoutrements 
of Captain Sutherland, and the sUver tea-pot 
of his newly-affianced wife, in good preserva- 
tion. The Captain had been married at Inver- 
ness the week previous, and he and his lady 
were both passengers, and perished in this 
aweful calamity, — which, it has been said, a 
penny candle in the bow of each steamer 
might have saved. 
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"Giving the abore as it now occnrs to me, 
I shall be ^lad if yon find in it vhftt may be 
of any interest to set before yonr readers in 
your proposed life of a man of a restless 
ingenioos mind, ever-plodding and scheming 
to reach an eminence in and by orif^al in- 
ventions alone, which his very sobeming pre- 
vented by driving him on to some new path, 
before completing what he had previooely 
begun. 

"I am, Dear Sir, 
"Yours traly, 
"William Thomson, 

To Mr. E. MomaA '^CtvU Engineer." 

The concluding remarks of Mr. Thomson 
on the restless volatile g^'ns of Mr. Bell, 
and of his fiying &om one daring scheme to 
another, are jnst. It was the mercnrial nature 
of this celebrated man's disposition. It was 
hia curious propensity to try experiment after 
experiment, to drive at a new scheme after the 
previous one was but half completed, that per- 
[dezed and involved him in great difficulties; 
but amidst all his schemings, the steam-boat 
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-was ever before hia mind's eye; and as obseiTed 
in former pageaof this work, after allonr British 
engineers, and James Watt at their head, had 
nearly abandoned the hope of conquering the 
ocean by fire-driven, steam-prop^lcd vessels, 
Henry Bell never faltered, — no, not for a 
moment ; and amidst the neglect of the govem- 
mmt^ irho coold scatter millions on bloody 
batUe-fields and nnjust wars, bnt coold not 
spare a guihea for Bell, — amidst all these 
disconragemflnts, sufficient to tame the lion in 
the wilderness, the engineer of Helensbnr^ 
contiuaed to battle on for his country, and 
made the Bnomielaw resound with his praise 
by Ae ahont of thoosands, when he pat the 
new fiery power to that glorioos bark which 
oat its briUi&nt way through the waves of 
Clyde, M did fliat more exalted meteor, the 
comet, which at that time was careering 
through the heavens, and unfolding the glory 
and grandeur of the "Holy One who inha- 
hiteth £teruity;" yes, my readers, the comet 
that was then reflecting its glory through the 
starry vault, seemed as it were to aid Henry 
Bell in his dauntless exertions; and now he is 
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gone, I am at liberty to say, that yon, and I, 
and all mankind, are deeply bis debtors: and 
coining ages irill Uosh for tbe neglect of him 
in high quarters, while so many have been 
reirarded for Bervices which, to say the least, 
wonld be best forgotten. 

There is not a just-thinking man in the 
nation who does not now see how nnjnst was 
the conduct of oar rulers towards Henry 
Bell. Let tbem read Mr. Canning's splendid 
enlogy on the steam-boat, and say what was 
the fanlt of those who neglected the man who 
was the leader in the gloriooB race which 
these mighty ocean-conquerers are now run- 
ning to every nation under heaven ? Glas- 
gow stands proudly con^icnons in its friend- 
ship to Bell; but all other towns, as well as Glas- 
gow, have been benefited by his great labours, 
however little they did to supply the lack of 
government towards our common benefactor. 

I intended to have given a description of a 
number of the larger Bteam-vessels which 
now navigate our rivers, channels, and seas, 
and which cross the Atlantic, and wing their 
fiery course to 
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Nile's wild etream, wbeip Pharaoh stood, 
WLile his kind daui^titei from the flood 

Took Moses when a child; 

but I can only sketch a few, as my limits are 
nearly exhausted. 

The following letter which I received from 
one of the best friends of Henry Bell, and 
one of the most ingenious and estensive en- 
gineers in England, will be useful here, as 
unfolding the progress of this "giant power," 
and how our country's glory, through it^ is 
spreading among the nations, and among 
those lands which are renowned in the classic 
p^e of Greece and Rome, and rendered deeply 
interesting to Christians, from being the spots 
where God's mighty hand was seen, and his 
swe^l judgements, as well as his glorious mer- 
cies, displayed in days of old, as recorded in 
those Scriptures which are the charter of our 
salvation. — Christian reader ! think on these 
facts, and adore Divine Providence. 

" LiTBitpooL, March lOtL, IS13. 

■' Dear Str, 
"I HAVE many apologies to make you, for 
o2 
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not ansTering earlier your very acceptable 
tetter of 7th January, which throi^h a mnl- 
titode of engagements has escaped my atten- 
tion. You pat me in mind of old times, and 
cause many interesting reflections. The price 
of your work is extremely moderns, and yon 
may send me half a dozen copies; and I hope 
my application will be in time to enroll my 
name amongst your snbscribera. If you visit 
here agvn you will, of course, call and see 
me. If yon were to come now, I could show 
you a pair of marine engines, with cylinders 
of eighty-inch diameter, and eight-feet stroke, 
for a vessel entitled the Bentick of London, 
2,000 tons meaanr^nent, for the Peninsolar 
and Oriental Company of Loadon, which is 
to ply in India between Calcutta and Suez, 
on the R ed sea (the scene of Bitde wonders of 
old), and is the second of the same power and 
tonnage I have made, — the first being fw the 
Hindostan, now plying upon the same station. 
I have besides a pair in hand of 400 horse> 
power for our gOTemment, and a third pair 
of 350 horse-power for an iron vessel built 



,,Gootjl>j 



LIFE OF HENRY BELL. 163 

here. Bat I mvat conclude, or the post will 
be away. 

"Remaining, Dear Sir, 
"Yours sincerely, 
"William Fawcett, Enpineer, 
"(of Prestons and Fawcett.)" 
To Mr. E. Morris,! 
Glasgow. / 

The steam-Bhip lately boilt for our patriotic 
Queen and her amiable husband, is a truly 
magnificent vessel. Its size, sbape, strength 
of timber, commodious cabins, exquisite paint- 
ings, and power and ^endoar of engines, 
are at once proof of die matchless skill of 
Britain, and an evidence of the mechanic 
greatness of our coantry. 

I h(^ onr Queen will yet think of Bel) ; 
and as ^le was so well pleased with her trip 
back from ScoUaud, in the IVident steamer, 
she will yet ask Sir 'Robert Peel, or Lord 
John Russel, what was done by tiie govern- 
ment for the man who brought these glorious 
vessels to ply the ocean waves. When she 
learns that nothing was done, I think she will 
say, " Then, Peel and Russel, you mnstdo sonie- 
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thing for his widow, Mrs. Henry Bell, who 
lives to adorn the name of him who bnilt the 
Comet." If Victoria conld spend five minutes 
on this subject, her own noble mind would 
dictate what I have pat into4ier month. 

The steam-ship Great Britain, lately 
lanoched at Bristol, is a crowning triumph to 
these sea- conqaerers, — nearly 4,000 tons bur- 
den, and 1,000 horse power! 

Hagnificent Rorer! thy front to the blast 
liOoka proudly whsreyer thy anchor ia cast; 
And OTcr the billows, thy battle with breeze 
Is glorious. Bell'H merits thon show'st on the seas! 

Having completed what I contemplated, 
namely, a rapid outline of the Life of Mr. Bell, 
with a condensed view of that system which 
will lire and bear his name to posterity, I 
shall now q>eedily conclude this work, by 
giving the reader an abridged statement of the 
number of vessels on threei celebrated rivers, — 
the Clyde, the Thames, and the classic Rhine, 
which reflect the glories of their respective 
nations. 
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STEAMEB8 SAUJNG FBOM THE POBT OF 
GLASGOW. 



VcaMto. Tent. Bow. Pome. 



To IJTerpool, 6 

To Dnblin and Cork,' . . 4 
To LondondOTf and SUgo, 4 
To Campbeltoii, .... 3 

To Stmuaer, 3 

To Jelaj, Oban, and Skye, . 3 
To Oban, Fort William, 

and InTwnesa, 
To Simdiy places, from 
Gla^w, to Green- 
ock, Helenabnigb, 
Rothesay and all the 
other beaatifnl bath- 
ing places on the 
ehaieB of Clyde. 



The liTerpool steamers are not anrpassed 
by any vessels in the world for speed, beaaty, 
and splendour, and for safety and good man- 



_.e a table of the fitrefl obaived to ^f- 
e Clyde, 6m. in the first Bteunei the 
Omttl. ' I iroy hera mention by way of oompulion, that 
thefarestoGreBiiockirele. uided— toHdensburgh, l«.«nd 
6d.— to Rothesay Is. and 6d.— to Obao, lO^and to.— to Fort- 
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agenent, with aceommodaltioa for pan^igen!. 
The very few accidents that have happened 
to these noble " palaces oa the deep," as irell 
aa those to Dablin and Belfast, from their 
commencement, are their best eologiam. 



Fttmitlud hy J. W. Spanuay, Etq., 6, Wanford Cettrt, 
puUiiher of llie " BriHth and Fortign Sleam-naviga- 
tion Time TaK*." 





Vwdi. 


Tsw. 


Tmrtr. 


From Londoa to Hambargh, 


. e . 


24M 


1366 


Do. do. to Havre, 


. 2 . 


440 


SSO 


Do. do. toOBtend, . 


. 2 . 


au 


860 


Do. do. toCaluB, 


. 3 . 


m> 


360 


Do. do. to Bonlogne, 


. 6 . 


84C 


600 


Do. do. to Rotterdam, 


. * . 


902 


fiBfi 


Do. do, to Antwerp, . 


. 4 . 


1174 


760 


Do. do. to Hull, . . 


. 6 . 


1167 


780 


Do. do. to GtMnwich,- 








and Woolwioli, some oi 








low aa three horse power. 


- 26 . 


MO 


900 


to thirty or thiity-fl«. 








Do. do. to teith. Dun- 












3930 


2916 


Eatimated BtNmen for dis-' 
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\" ■ 


SCOO 


3000 


J 


85 


15868 11295 
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In 1842, tbere irere d^y-three Bteam- 
veasels on the BmgnificeDt riTer Rhine, and 
7dO,0O6 paoengera were conveyed up and 
down that apLetidid daaaui stream, di^aying 
those charms of natms w^ch German poets 
and norelistB have bo often dwelt xtpoa, in 
those beantifal and eanobling compo»tion8, 
irkuji may well be compared with our By- 
roQB, Scotts, SpencerB, and Bnms. A Mend 
latdy retnmed from a tonr on tiie Rhine, sa^ 
these ateam-boats are well oondncted, and 
beauti^illy fitted np. 

In the year 1636, there were only fifteen 
steam-Teasels on this river, and only 50,000 
passengers went in them that year. Six 
years afterwards they had moltiplied to the 
smadng extent already stated, proving how 
the ingenions German nations can estimate 
the valoe of Mas suUime mechanical British 
inventioD, which tends so mnch to improve 
their noble country, and toimite it still closer 
with Britain, to whom those natitHis are so 
strongly attached; and between whom and 
lis so many bonds of friendship and mutual 
interests subsist, by the intermarria^ of our 
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Royal fanillyj and last, not least, by the union 
of our present justly heloved, anci popolar 
Victoria, with Albert the man of her afiec- 
llons, one of the beet men that ever crossed 
into our great conntry, and whose accom- 
plishments as a scholar and gentlMnan, and, 
I hope, Protestant Christiaa, have won the 
approbatioa of Britons of all ranks. Their 
journey to France and Belgium in the bean- 
tifril steamer mentioned in another page, has 
stamped the image of a happy domestic, pair in 
the minds of those enlightened and free nataous. 
The cabins of the Rhine steamers are most 
tastefnUy finished; and upwards of »xty per- 
sons can dine in any of them comfortably, and 
where dinners of the beat of every thing that 
man can desire, or industry supply, are served 
up daily; and every attention paid to the pas- 
sengers, to reader the voyage pleasant as in- 
structive. In a word, according t« tlie style 
of the country, equal to any thing that caa 
be produced in our best British steamers, 
which ride on our rivers or channels, and 
wing their way over seas to our boundless 
possessions abroad. 
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Were Mr. Bell nov alive, and to take a 
trip on the Rhine, what a hearty welcome 
would he receive from the grateful Germans, 
who, from his "Comet," have thus derived 
these ^lendid vesaelB, which conyey them so 
rapidly, pleasantly, and safely, amidst the 
sablimeet scenery of their fatherland, and 
open up the commercial relations of their 
country, in all their expansive and enriching 
capacities! I almost think the Crerman na- 
tions would feel inclined to do somethii^ to- 
wards rewarding this common benefactor of 
mankind; and so might Russia, to whose 
government Henry Bell sent a model, after 
his own nation seemed so indifferent to hia 
scheme, and so sceptical as to its ntili^. 

Mr. Bell uttered the following words in 
1812, when the Comet started: "Wherever 
there is a river of four feet depth of water 
throi^h the world, there will speedily be a 
steam-boat. They will go over the seas to 
!E^ypt, to India, toChina, to America, Canada, 
Australia, everywhere, and they will never 
be forgotten among the nations." 

On the above almost prophetic saying, I 
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cotDposed the following etanzaa, vhich I in- 
scribe with all respect: to my worthy friend, 
Mrs. Henry Bell, the esteemed widow of the 
man wboee "Life," I shtill now bring to 
a oloee. The poem is meant to describe, 
briefly, the feelings which t)w first voyage 
of the Comet gave birtii to, when she was 
vitnessed by the thon&imds who lined the 
shcneB of the Clyde, vthea "BeXl kindled ^ 
fire, and pat the steam-power on those paddles, 
which demonstrated to astonished Glasgow 
that hot-water was henceforth te do that on 
the rivw and seat which wind, and oar, and 
caiiTas were till then supposed the tmly 
agents sufficient to drive the vessel through 
the watery channel. 

These Ajmee, my hoaoni'd friend, to you 

Are peim'd, his mnits to onfild, 
Wbow patriot worth and genius tave, 
Shall live in song, while Clutha bold 
Rolls to the dark and lagii^ deep. 
And winds Uie ocean's bosom sweep I 
I saw the baik when fint was tried 

Its giant-strength on Clyde's rude h; 
Of Scotia's rivers all, the pride, 
In poet's brightest page ccnifras'd ; 
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The Com«t cnt its biiUiant path 
Throngh watera, in Uwit wmttr wrath! 

A mighty host assembl'd there, 

From city. Tillage, hamlet, glen. 
From hill and dale — the brave, the fair. 
Bright maidens, matrons, gallant men — 
Came to behold that achond sublime. 
Whose frnits now leaob to ereiy clime. 

Bell stood his post, nor dread had he. 
He hnr'd the tempest, wildfy rude. 
While thonsanda.f^Eir't^ yet A(y'd to see 
His trinmph on the biiny flood, — 
His men weie firm, — his master-mmd 
Led them to conquer wave and wind. 

Ye maids and matrons ! now ye may 

Cast all youi fears to howling winds ; 

For Bell is safe, on Clyde's rough spray. 

He rides secure— old Neptune binds 

As with a ch^, his darii^ plan. 

Succeeds for Britain, and fir tnan I 

Not Homei's muse, soi Virgil's pen. 

Nor mighty Shakapeare's lofty mind, 
Nor godlike Milton's boldest str^ 
Could e'er unfold, and show mankind 
Such wondets, on the ooean seen, 
Where thy barks, fam'd Bell, hare been. 



■,Xi00tjk 



172 LITE OF HENRY BELL. 

ThADbe to tliM, B«U1 bat deeper yet. 

Be thanks to Him who rnleB on high; 
Whoee glory ia the heavens is set — 
In Bun, and moon, and etars, and sky. 
Which loud proclaim His power divine, 
As in their splendid course they shine. 



The fire of genius came from lieaven, 

From Him who David's harp inspir'd, — 

In love to man, in kindness g^ven, 

To ruse our world, — Bell's mind was fir'd 

With ardent lights mankind to bless; 

And patriots will this truth coniess. 



The Comet moves, — Dumbarton's rock 
Displays its front amid the storm — 
She rides, nor heeds the tempest's shocki 
A ^ry thing, a beaut«ous form; 
She triumphs on that trying day, 
While shouts of joy burst on her way. 



Port-Gla^ow, Greenock, now behold. 

The hark which battl'd wind and wave; 
And Helensbnigh, whose flags so bold 
Were rais'd on high, to Bell the brave; 
And hie &m'd Comet, which had won 
Renown a&r, from snn to sun. 
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Sweet Helensburgh, ay, there he liv'il. 

Who now Bleeps cslinly in that grave,* 
Wash'd by those biUowB he depriT'd 
Of power to (top the bark, he gave 
To link our Isle with every shore, 
"Till anns shall set to rise no more." 

Bell! yes, thy barks to India's stnnd, 

Throngh China's riTets, seas, now ride, 
Throngh Nile's dread torrent they command 
Deep awe, and show Britannia's pride; 
And o'er Colnmbia's tides they roam. 
Where Indian finds his grandest home. 



Thon saidst, they wonld eton soon the wild 

Of waters into every land. 
Where sun hath shone, ot stars have snul'd. 
And bear the torch of freedom bland; 
And bear the Christian saving light. 
And those who wield God's weapons bright. 

Ye rulers of Britannia's islel 

How meanly treated ye my friend ! 
Will not the thought on yon recoil, 
Now he Is gone — with dust to blend t 
Two hundred poundi were all ye gave. 
To him who conquer'd wind and wave! 

" Row fbmctKyRrd. 
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Hie bards tlirongh ages yet to come, 

Will strike Uieir cords in toneB of fii»- 
In Rongs which will the world iUnme, 
Delight the nution, ton, and nre; 
And Belli they wiU rMMmier thee, 
In Btnina of sweetest minstrelsy. 



Gls^w! thon didst not Bell forget^ 

Thy sons and daughters knew Ms worthy— 
Ewing, and Garden, Campbell, set 
Their seal to his — they knew his birthj 
Bis zeal, his Ubou»— Telford too, 
And Brunei, Fawcett, stood most true. 



GladstAne and Smith, M'Garin, Hnine, 

flnlay and Alston, Downie, stood 
Firm by the nun whose name will bloom 
In beaaty tu—" o'er field and flood; " 
Long aa old Clyde those boats shall bear. 
Whose benefits a world will share. 



Farewell, my Friend! I knew thee well, — 

Thy tiadfy htart did beat for alll 
Oft in my breast a geaeroos swell 
Arose fi)r thee ; the tear did bll 
At times, when o'er thy labours vast. 
My mind's-eye was in sorrow cast. 
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" Sorrow ! " yes ; why ? because thy land, 

All, but fair Glasgofo, did not feel 

Thy worth — nor lend a geaerouB hand 

To aid thy atru^Ies. This appeal, 

In humble rhyme for thee I make. 

To Britain's rulers for thy sake ! 

And than, hia wife! these rhymes to thee 

Are finish'd now, my hononr'd fiiend, — 
Live long, and happy— happy be! 
May gx)spel-truth its simbeains lend 

To cheer thee through life's rolling years, 
Till God shall wipe away thy tears ! 

E. MOKBIS, 
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Mnahaw, ThoDuu, Port-Dandas. 
Hill, Andmr, Saddler, A, New St. 

pBiale;. 
Hicb, J., Siatlaner, 12%QaeenSt. 
HtJket, S3-3, Argjle St. 
Hodge, John, AJloa Wbait, Fort- 

Dondaa. 
Hatchieson, Qtxirge, Port-Dnndas. 
Haghea, John, do. 

HotsoD, John, Writer, Eiohaoge- 

Hatcluesan, D, of J. & Q. Buna, 



Inriii, Gear 

India, William, Kirkuitilloch. 
Ir^ea, Jamea, Springrale. 



Jai&ey, W., Part-Dnnda& 
Johnatone, Haloolm, Qazette 

Office. 
Jahnstons, Thomas. 



Kettle, Robot, 76, Vlrgliiia St. 
Kelly, Andrew, 152, Rottenrow. 
KellT,William,fi2, Virginia St. 
Kerr, WUliam, *), Cambridge St. 
Ken, J^ M.D. 40, Cambridge St. 
Knoi, Robert, Kelvin Qrore. 
Kyle, Thomas, 10, St. Vincent 

Place. 
King, Wm., 110, Candleiigga S(. 



Latto, David, Rose St. 

Laird, Alexander, and Sons, 101, 

Union St., two copiea. 
Lainjt, David, 20, Union St. 
Laing, Robert, 70, Miller St. 
Lamont, Hubert, Ship aKoDt. 
LangUnda, Heiuy, of Raid, Ro- 

bertaon, and Co. 
Lawson, John, 98 Glaaeford St. 
Lawrte, Jamea, SI, Montrose St. 
Leslie, Bobert, 9, Columba Plaoe. 
Loadbetter, John, Royal Ex- 

ohiuige Sqnare. 
Lehman, A., at Dr. LeiBhmaji*s, 

Leeohman, John, Iron Marchant, 

HcIviUe Sc. 
liddell, Andrew, Iromaanger, 

Lithgow, W. C, Ruaael St. 
Lithgow, Jamea, Lanark Comp. 
Loohead, Wtlliun, 164, Tirongate. 



23. Sonth Frederiok S 
Loid^D.H., Kilsyth. 
Lynoh, John, Sheriff CI. Offioe. 
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LIBT 

M'AUan, Walter, 72, Cowoaddeiu. 
M'Arthur, Arcbibald. 
M'Aithur, Mra. J., Hutchewm St. 
M'Brayne.J. B.,67, BuchinaaSt. 
M'AU, David, Port-Dundas. 
M'Callnni, Malaolm, IS, Barrel'B 

M'Odluni, A., BookeeUer, St. 

Vincent St. 
M'Callam, Ediraid, 191, Albert 



St., Bii oopia 
M'Donald, H., ; 
M'Doaald, A., : 
M'Douall, John, Pbrt-Duodas. 
M'Karlajie, W. S. 
MTu-lBna, Capt., Luggie Bulk, 

M'Fsrlanc, J., SBB, Buchanan St. 
M'Feat, John, King 8t. 
M'Gee, Peter, Port-Ihindao. 
U'GlaahBD, Peter, Perth Cham- 
pion Coaoh, three coplcB. 
M'Greaor, Andrew, IH, Cowead- 

H'Glregor, Alex., 53, George 3q., 

H'lnnes, J., Merchant, Hope St. 
M'InnBs,ThoniaB, SaB-mill-fiBld. 
M'InneB, Wm., GarBonbe Road. 
H'Konzie, Lieutenant, 79, North 

Fcaderick St. 
M'Keand, Anthonf, 12, Trosgate. 
M'Kerraeher, Alex., tliree copies. 



leillor, 

two copies. 
M'Intosh, J., 65, St. Vlnoeni St. 
IfKirkland, A. 
M'Laehlan, Jsmea, 23, South 

Frederick St. 
H'Uuen, Alei., Deanrton Worki. 
M'Laren, James, Kileyth. ' 
M<Leod, John, BoobKller. 
H'Lean,Alexander,ofR. Kettle^ 

Virginia St. 
M'Lean, Alex,, S9, Cowoaddeni. 
M'Nab, WiUiain. 



M'Nab, J., Jan., 14£, lagrun St. 
H'Nab, John, 70, Buchanan St. 
M'Nab, Francik St. Jamea Road. 
M'Neil, John, CifU E^hieer, 

London, iii copies. 
H'Nish, D. C, 44, Hill St. Garnet 

Hill. 
t'Pbnn, 

Campbell & C 
H'PheiBOD, Andrew, Old Barin. 
Mathieaon, George, 175,TrDngate. 
MathiesoD, William, of Jame* 

Mathieson, J.,'^ St. Georffe'a. 

Martin, W., Lanark Company. 
Martin, James, Poit-Dunda*. 
Mariner, Mre., Swing's boildinga, 

Greenock. 
Marshall, Thomaa, 6, SaltmsAet. 
Mason, Rev. Robert Gray. 
MeiUe, John, Canal Office, Edin- 

burgh. 
Menon, J. Grant, Baakseller. 
Milla, John, ot Littlecaill. 
Miller, John, Bookseller, three 



Pott-Dundas. 

Monia, Daniel, ' do. 
Morrison, Andrew, Mr. Milioy's, 

Bridgeton. 
Morriaon, Ebenczer, P. Dnndas, 
Morrison, Hiss, S, Blythswood 

Square. 
Moir, Robert, Fort-Dundas. 
Moncrieff, H., Exebange Court. 
Murray, John, Bowling Bay. 
Murray, Thomas, Bookseller. 
Muir, Rer. Dr. John. 
Mordoeh, P., 56, Gallowgalo. 
Muir, John, Tonnage Office. 

N 

Napier, John, Port-Dondu. 
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, . „ I, Okk Buk. 
MmImmi, JaoM, 90, BM St, 



OgOvi^ lliamaa, BookwUfr. 
OSU, Huriee, ud Son, tlajtl 

Bxctunn Squire. 
Ott, Jowpb, Saig,, Heloubiuch. 
Orr, l^fM J., Dniiirtui Houae. 
Oibtuii, fi., Bako, CovetAieoK, 

P 
FUoD, W. P. (Sty CauMiUor, 

FUcnoD, Waiiun, 93, Arg^ St. 
e, St. Bolloz. 



nttenoD, Jolu), SoiKeco, Rope- 

voA L*ns. 
Fitenon, Willlun, Bt, WIIho St. 
Fuk, Rev. John, Cadder. 
Puker, J., Wvimjt't, P., Cui- 

bridnSt. 
PauI.Thotiuu, 45, Swohielull St. 
Fan], J<^ ^binv Place. 
FknL JMrno, IS6, Bnmswlck St. 
FUtUt, J.,4, Qaecu'i Cmamt. 
Fottar, LewlB, 43, Baohuun St. 

UitMOq>iM. 
Beaton, Jun« Alice, Burowleld 
■ BapeWotk. 



fi>7e, John, 229, Gsllom^ 
Beftdman, Qecave, Canal Office. 
B(dd,Jamea,rcikFlMe. 
Beid, Robert, 33, Duke St., two 

B^V^drav, 4S, Glebe St. 
fiicbmand, WiUinn, Londoa St. 
Uabnumd, Geo^, RotbI Bsiik. 
BiohmoDd, Jmdo^ of J. R. ft Co^ 

BaehaoanSt. 
Boo, ItAn, 4, Ofwald St. 
Booa, PhlUp, Drampeliec Coal 



(UP HTHon, ijaonDHL ho; 
Kobettaon, Jama, &igini 

Bobertaon, Jamea, CisigbaBk. 
Robcrtnn, Arali., Cora St., P. D. 
Rodgen^eE., Bard of the Wot. 
Roasel, WllUam, Port-Daadaa. 
Bund, Wm., Jan., Fori-Dandaa. 
Ruaael, Graham, 63, Miller St. 
Rnaael, Mn., AaohinstcRT. 
Robertaon, Mr., t6, Soath Fa 



Salmon, W., Buiket, 9£, Doaslaa 

St. 
Samuel, Thomag, Writer, Hntche- 

aooSt. 
Seton,Atex.B., 95,BiiohaoBn St. 
Sebright, J. W., Poat^naater. 
Sempte, Hi>., Weet Regent St. 
Smith, Jamea, 2SS, Baohanan St 
Smith, J^ Jnn„ do. 

Smith, John, D.D. 
Smith, J., and Sona, Bookaellen. 
Smith, John, J. Cainpbel), Sen., 

ft Co., 99, St. Vincent St. 
Smith, W. C., Habard GaUfsy. 
Snuth, David, Civil Engineer, 

TirgiDiaSt. 
Smith, Adam, Writer, Falkiik. 
Smith, David, Bhoe-watehooae, 

Smit^^tfthi, S3, Hm St.. Gar- 
net mil. 

Smith, Hiaa, Helmaborgh, two 



Stilling, William, of Kenmnre. 
SUrli:^,ae«vBjS6JJovcadd«u. 
Stewart, R., & Co., Bodualkn. 
Stewart, J., 36, Ganeube Plaee. 
Stewart, John, 62, Bromwiek St. 
Stewart, John, da. 
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LIOT OF SDB8CBIBKBS' NAltBS. 



Dr. J., 

J., KM, HntoheaoD Bt. 



Staeif WiflUVI-B, WUIKU DC, 

Steel, Jamoa, 221, Covoaddeni. 
Steel, Cbnlf, PMt-Dnndu. 
Soott, JohD, do. 

Scott, J., SEoe-Duker, Cunprie. 
Soott, J., Dofvt, 71, CSDniDB St. 
Soott, John, 265, Bnohuan &. 
Shacks, Jamea, Boad Surveyor 

Gononbe Place. 
Shaw, John, Falkirk. 
Smeal, Wimam, 161, OBUovgate. 
Stai^ James, Sinith Hanora St. 
Stark, Thomas, Lock 16, Falkirk. 
Stoddart, Jsmei, Port-Dondaa. 
Stow, David, Ashfleld. 
Stater, T. H., Tea Hraohant, Can- 

Slater.J, R., Volean Fonndry. 
SonierrlIl& Junes, of 8. and Sons, 

CondlenKI. 
Sharp, W. D., Stanle; Ilace. 
Swan, J^ Eugiaier, eii oDpies. 
Swan, WiUinm, KelTin Dock. 



Tunah, D, Writer, 33, Injiram St. 
Tatlor, R., Hill St., Glamet HUl. 
Tolfei, Alexander, Cowoaddena. 
Tennuit, a J., St. Bollox, two 

Temiant, Andrew, Miller St. 
Thompson, Matthew, P. Dnndaa. 
Thompson, M., Oaiscube Road. 
Thomson, Jsmes, 9, Normal Pt&eB. 
Thompson, Daniel, Cnwcaddens. 
TbcBnpaon, Jamra, ChU Eng^eer, 

two copies. 
Thompaon, Patrick, Gjaagow. 
Thtnopaon, William., Bellfield 

Thompaoo, J., 263, GaUowgate. 
Thompaon, Qwage, Stureyor, 

DomfHe*. 
Thom, Johi^ Cadd(9 Houm. 
Tod and M'GregOT, Ent^een, 

twaocvies. 



Tood, Wlliiam, 1 



vSt. 



Drqnhart, Gregor, U, Dnncan St., 

Edinboigfa. 



Wallaoe.Wm., IS, S. Etedniok Bt. 

Wallace, William, AoohinTole, 

KirklntUloofa, two eOTd««. 
Wallace, Jame^ Bomside. 
Walker, Wm., 9, Normal Haoe. 
WatsOfL Geo^, Surgeon, West 

WatsonjAnh., 32, Canniiw Haee. 
Ward, W., of Shropshire. 
Wdr, KoIieTt, 40, Qneen St. 

Watts, H., Bnildei, M^tland St. 
Wilson, William, Netheroror, two 

Wilson, Wm., 3hoa-warehonse, 



Wilson, J., M.U . Vi3, Hope Bl 
Wilson, Bobert, Canal Office. 
Wilson, Samuel, Candlerigga, two 

Wilson, John, 191, Trongato. 
WiiliamsoD, J., Denovan Bleach- 

Held. 
Willoi, John, PollookshawB. 
White. Edward, 73, Qaeen St. 
WhiCelaw, Thomas, ^lundUoch. 
Wright, J. J., 63, St. Vincent St. 
Wright, Ronald, 43, Qaeen St. 
Wright^ J., 272, St. Vincent St. 
Wright, J., Tininia Buildings. 
Wright, John, 13-2, W. Regent St. 
Willox,John, FoUooksbaws. 
Wilson, J., (Lectorer on Limel.) 



Brook, Mrs., t, Antigoa Place. 
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IT 07 SUBBCBIBE&S' KAMES. 



Coffee HoDW and Reading 

Rooma, 90, Arnle St. 
H'lDtyre, Hn., Coffin Room, 59, 

Tnntffatfi, 
I4I00I, Mn.. Xempcnooe Hotel 



ooL Hn., Ten: 
uid Rea^ng B 



HooM >uid Comtnereiil Lodg- 
iagi, 23, Junuoa Bt. 
White, John, Tempennoe Hotel, 



Wright, A 
87, GUI 



,,Gootjlij 



,,Gootjl>j 
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